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cholars Academy Discusson

Wednesday, June 25, 2014
District Office — 335 Four Mile Road
Room A-132
4:00 P.M. — 6:00 P.M.

Agenda

Welcome and Introductions

Scholars Academy History — Cindy Ambrose
SC Uniform Grading Policy (Handout)

» Class Rank & GPA Information

Graduation Ceremony Recognitions (Handout)

» Valedictorian/Salutatorian Information
» Latin Honors Recognitions

» Junior Marshals

State Scholarship Information (Handout) \\ / -
aJelL”

» Palmetto Fellows /?"*

: J \

» LIFE

Discussion

Next Steps




STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SYNOPSIS AGENDA/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

CODE: 55-03
COMMITTEE: Curriculum & Instruction
DATE: January 9, 2007

SUBJECT/TITLE

Revision to the 2006 South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy (First Reading)

PURPOSE OF REPORT/REGULATION/TEM

Revisions to this policy require approval by the State Board of Education.

CRITICAL FACTS

In September, the State Board of Education approved the revised uniform grading
policy to ensure its alignment with recommendations in the Report of the South Carolina
High School Redesign (March 2006) and the Education and Economic Development Act
(2006). Following the November 8, 2006, State Board of Education study session on the
revised policy, the State Department of Education has determined that additional
revisions are needed. Under The Legislative Mandate, third paragraph, page 55-03-01,
we are proposing to add the following sentences: Recalculations will be limited to the
three-decimal-place conversion factors specified in the South Carolina uniform grading
policy’s grade point conversion chart. Increased quality points for dual credit courses
and full credit for dual credit courses will not be figured into recalculations. On page 55-
03-4, please add the following sentence: College orientation courses for dual credit will
be weighted as College Prep. On page 55-03-5, we are recommending the addition of
this sentence: Computations will not be rounded to a higher number.

TIMELINE/REVIEW PROCESS

» September 2005 A committee of 27 school and district representatives
statewide was formed to review the 1999-2000 version of
the uniform grading policy and determine if revisions were
needed. The committee included assistant superintendents
of instruction, guidance counselors, Commission on Higher
Education members, curriculum coordinators, and SDE
personnel.

e October 2005- The committee continued to meet to revise the policy. Input
January 2006 was sought from instructional leaders throughout the state.




ACTION REQUEST

FOR APPROVAL: [X FOR INFORMATION ONLY: ]
REVIEW REQUIRED BY EDITOR: Yes [X No []
Signature of Editor (If Required) Date
APPROVED BY:
Signature of Deputy Superintendent Date
*Signature of General Counsel Date
**Signature of State Superintendent of Education Date

ATTACHMENT: [X

*The Office of General Counsel must approve any action that requires the promulgation, amendment, or repeal of Slate Board of
Education regulations.

**The State Superintendent of Education must approve all item(s) before the item(s) is placed on the State Board of Education
agenda.

When signature is not required, please put N/A in Signature block
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Grade Point Conversion Chart

South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions

4875 | 5.375

A
99 A 4.750 5.250 5.750
98 A 4.625 5.125 5.625
97 A 4.500 5.000 5.500
96 A 4.375 4.875 5.375
95 A 4.250 4.750 5.250
94 A 4.125 4.625 5.125

A

93 4000 | 4500 | 5.000

olo|o|o|o|o|o|o|m|m|w|m|mim|m|e

83 2.750 3.250 3.750
82 2.625 3.125 3.625
81 2.500 3.000 3.500
80 2.375 2.875 3.375
79 2.250 2.750 3.250
78 2.125 2.625 3.125
77 2.000 2.500 3.000
69 F 1.000 1.500 2.000
68 F 0.875 1.375 1.875
67 F 0.750 1.250 1.750
66 F 0.625 1.125 1.625
65 F 0.500 1.000 1.500
64 F 0.375 0.875 1.375
63 F 0.250 0.750 1.250
62 F 0.125 0.625 1.125
0-61 F 0.000 0.000 0.000
61 FA 0.000 0.000 0.000
61 WF 0.000 0.000 0.000
— WP 0.000 0.000 0.000
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One quality point is added to the CP weighting for dual credit courses that are
applicable to baccalaureate degrees or to associate degrees offered by accredited
institutions (see State Board of Education Regulation 43-234, Defined Program, Grades
9-12, and Regulation 43-259, Graduation Requirements).

College orientation courses offered by postsecondary institutions carry CP weighting
and do not receive honors or dual credit quality points.

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Courses

The following criteria apply to the College Board's Advanced Placement (AP) courses
and to International Baccalaureate (IB) courses—including those offered online and in
other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript from an out-state-school
that is accredited under the regulations of the board of education of that state or the
appropriate regional accrediting agency: the New England Assaciation of Colleges and
Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Assaciation of Colleges and
Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest
Association of Colleges and School (as specified in State Board Regulation 43-273,
Transfers and Withdrawals).

e Only AP or IB courses can be awarded a full quality point above the CP weighting.
Seminar or support courses for AP or IB may be weighted as honors but not as AP
or IB courses.

s An AP course can carry only one quality point.

e A standard-level (SL) IB course can carry only one quality point. However, two
quality points of IB credit can be granted for higher-level (HL) courses in the IB
program that require a minimum of 240 hours of instruction.

End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP) Courses and the Credit Recovery
Option

Students who are enrolled in courses requiring state end-of-course examinations must
take the examinations and fulfill all requirements outlined in Regulation 43-262.4.
Students will be allowed to take the examination only once, at the end of the regular
course duration and not at the end of an extended period granted through the credit
recovery option. Students who repeat the course must be treated as though they are
taking the course for the first time, and all requirements will apply.

55-03-4



Converting Grades on Transcripts

When franscripts are received from accredited out-of-state schools (or in state from
accredited sources other than the public schools) and numerical averages are provided,
those averages must be used in transferring the grades to the student’s record. If letter
grades with no numerical averages are provided, this conversion will apply: A = 96, B =
88, C = 80, D = 73, F = 61. If the transcript indicates that the student has earned a
passing grade in any course in which he or she had a numerical average lower than 70,
that average will be converted to a 73 numerical grade on the new scale. See State
Board of Education Regulation 43-273 for complete information on transfers and
withdrawals. The criteria for accepting transcripts from homeschools are a local
decision.

If the transcript shows that the student has earned a grade of P (passing), that grade
will be converted to a numerical designation on the basis of information secured from
the sending institution as to the appropriate numerical value of the P. If no numerical
average can be obtained from the sending institution, the student's cumulative transfer
GPA will be calculated and the corresponding number equivalent will be assigned to
replace the P. (For example, if a student transfers with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 on the
CP scale, the grade of P would be converted to an 89. A grade of P, in other words, will
neither positively nor negatively impact the student's transfer GPA.)

55-03-6



Retaking a Course

Students in grades nine through twelve may retake a course at the same level of
difficulty if they have earned a D or an F in that course. The student's record will reflect
all courses he or she has taken and the grades he or she has earned.

The student may retake the course either during the current school year or during the
next school year but no later than that second year. In addition, the student must retake
the course before he or she has enrolled in the next sequential course (unless the
student is granted approval by school administration to do so).

A student who has taken a course for a Carnegie unit prior to his or her ninth-grade year
may retake that course regardless of the grade he or she has earned. In such a case,
only the retake grade will be used in figuring the student's GPA, and only the retake
attempt will show on the transcript. This rule will apply whether the retake grade is
higher or lower than the grade the student previously earned.

55-03-8



Participation in a graduation ceremony is not a protected
property right; therefore, a student may be denied the privilege
as indicated below (however, the exit document must be
provided as soon as reasonable after the graduation ceremony
to a student who has completed requirements for graduation
even if he/she does not participate in a graduation ceremony).

1. The Hearing Officer or District Appeal Board may
determine that a student will be denied the privilege due to
the student's commilting an egregious violation of the
Student Behavior Code in his/her senior year and/or having
a history of serious violations of the Student Behavior
Code.

2. The principal may deny a student the privilege due fo a
serious violation of the Student Behavior Code and the fact
that the methods of discipline are limited due to the
proximity of the violation to the ceremony. Prior to denying
a student the privilege, the principal must afford the student
and his/her parent(s) at least the due process rights and
appeal rights set forth for student suspensions unless there
is insufficient time to do so after the time of the infraction.

Rank in Class, Honor Graduates,
Graduation Ceremonies

High schools uniformly determine the class rankings of students
based on the grade point ratios ("GPRs") of studenis in grade
twelve, ie., seniors, including students considered to be in
grade twelve (see "Acceleration of students in grades nine
through twelve"). GPRs are calculated after seniors’ grades are
finalized at the end of the school year, i.e., at the conclusion of
the fourth nine-weeks grading period. These final class rankings
for seniors are computed in order to achieve the following three
purposes:

1. To determine honor graduates, using the Latin honors
system as follows:

a. Students with a weighted GPR* of 4.750 or higher
on the S.C. uniform grading scale will be
recognized as Summa Cum Laude graduates.

b. Studenis with a weighted GPR* of 4.250 or higher,
but less than 4.750, will be recognized as Magna
Cum Laude graduates.

c. Students with a weighted GPR* of 3.750 or higher,
but less than 4.250, will be recognized as Cum
Laude graduates.

*Weighted GPR calculations are based upon the
S.C. Uniform Grading Policy's three decimal-point
scale, and computations will not be rounded to a
higher number.

Honors graduates will be recognized at each district high
school graduation ceremony in the following manner:

a. A notation indicating honor status (i.e., Summa
Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, Cum Laude) will
be inserted by the graduate’s name in the high
school’s graduation program.

b.  The high school will announce the honor graduate’s
level of recognition (i.e., Summa Cum Laude,
Magna Cum Laude, Cum Laude) when the
graduate walks across the stage.

c. District-wide, a uniform color-coding system will be
used for the honor cords awarded to honor
graduates. The color coding is as follows:

= Summa Cum Laude school color + gold

* Magna Cum Laude school color + silver
= Cum Laude school color + bronze

Academic regalia such as honors cords will be worn by a
graduate during the ceremony provided that the student
is:

a. Eligible for Latin honors recognition, or
b. A member of a chartered honor society.

Honor cords or other academic regalia may not be worn
by students in graduation ceremonies to signify a
student's membership or enrollment in an
academy/club/organization/program, a student's
completer status, and/or a student's winning a
compelitive event.

2.  To determine students who will speak at district high
school graduation ceremonies:

a. The Valedictorian (the senior with the highest
weighted GPR) will speak at his/her school's
graduation ceremony.

b. The Salutatorian (the senior with second highest
weighted GPR) will speak at his/her school's
graduation ceremony.

c. A third senior, who has earned magna or summa
cum laude recognition, will be selected through
election by his/her peers in the magna/summa cum
laude student group to speak at histher school's
graduation ceremony,

3. To provide final class rank information that seniors may
need to report to the post-secondary institution(s) of their
choice.

Preliminary class ranking of seniors for college admissions
and/or scholarships

Preliminary class rank will be uniformly determined on the 135th
day of school for twelfth graders based on the students’
weighted GPRs for the following two purposes:

1. To provide preliminary class rank information that
seniors need for scholarships and other awards;

2. To provide preliminary class rank information that
seniors need for admission to postsecondary programs.

Preliminary class ranking of juniors for selection of Junior
Marshals

For the sole purpose of district high school graduation
ceremonies, high schools will calculate the class rankings of
eleventh graders, based upon their GPRs, on the 135th day of
school, in order to identify junior class marshals. This 135-day
ranking of eleventh graders is used only for the purpose of
identifying junior class marshals.

Ranking of tenth and eleventh graders for South Carolina
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship eligibility

In order for students in grades ten and eleven to be considered
for initial eligibility for South Carolina's Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship, calculation of GPRs and determination of class
ranking for tenth and eleventh graders will ocour after the 180th
day of school when all grades have been finalized.




2014 VAL & SAL

School

Val GPA

Sal GPA

—~ D mmOn|w >

5.052
5.117
5.069 4.979
4.429 4.386
4.979

5.050




2014 Junior Marshals

Total Base School Scholars Academy | ATA/AAST
A 16 16 0 0
B 20 6 6 8
C 20 14 4 2
D 8 7 0 1
E 10 8 1 i
F 13 5 0 8
G 10 6 2 2
H 21 17 2 2
| 20 14 5 1
Totals 138 93 20 25

Total Number of Junior Marshals = 138



Horry County Schools Data

Base High Schools With Scholars Academy Students

2012 -2013

School EOY Enrollment Palmetto LIFE Amount
Fellows

AHS 145 9 38 1,022,800
CFHS 390 21 111 2,833,200
CHS 274 10 76 1,812,000

GSFHS 73 2 24 538,400
LHS 176 7 49 1,184,400
MBHS 255 14 74 1,888,800
NMBHS 247 11 73 1,781,200
SHS 328 21 88 2,373,200
SJHS 269 20 89 2,364,000
Totals 2,157 115 622 15,798,000

Base High Schools and Scholars Academy as a Stand-alone School
School EQY Enrollment Palmetto LIFE Amount
Fellows

AHS 141 6 40 975,200
CFHS 382 13 114 2,659,600
CHS 270 8 76 1,753,600

GSFHS 73 2 24 538,400
LHS 173 6 47 1,115,200
MBHS 253 12 75 1,850,400
NMBHS 243 7 74 1,684,400
SHS 321 21 86 2,333,200
SJHS 265 17 88 2,256,400

SA 36 11 25 821,200
Totals 2,157 103 649 15,987,600




Scholars Academy at USC Upstate

Students attend the program for 4 years, but continue to be a student at the base
school.

Students are ranked at their base high school.

Students are not recognized as valedictorian or salutatorian at the base high
school graduation ceremony.

Students are recognized as honor graduates at the base high school graduation
ceremony.

School has its own formal graduation ceremony.

Students are ranked - valedictorian and salutatorian speak at its graduation
ceremony.

Students are awarded a plaque commemorating their 4 years in the program and
an honor cord, which is worn at all of the base school graduation ceremonies.
There were 73 students in the 2014 senior class and $10 million in scholarship
monies earned (so far).

SC Governor’s School

Students attend the program for their 11" and 12" grades.

Students are not ranked while at the school.

School does not recognize a valedictorian or a salutatorian.

Students receive a letter describing the program and their accomplishments.
Students may qualify for SC State Scholarships based on their 10" grade rank.
There are legislative regulations established prior to the school’s opening stating
they cannot rank students.

When necessary, an estimated rank percentage from base school is provided.
(i.e. top 10% of the class)

Academic Magnet High School (Charleston, SC)

Students are not ranked for purposes of college admissions and scholarships.
School recognizes a valedictorian and a salutatorian.

A rank is provided for the purpose of SC State scholarships; however, many
students qualify based on SAT/GPA requirements.

Graduates Receive Two Diplomas: South Carolina HS Diploma and the
Academic Magnet Diploma.
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Agenda

Welcome and Introductions

Summary of July 16 Meeting

2014 Palmetto Fellows & LIFE Scholarship Information — (HO)
2013 & 2014 Scholars Academy College Attendance — (HO)
SCHSL Transfer Regulations

Honor Societies & Clubs

Valedictorian/Salutatorian Articles — (HO)

Discussion

Next Steps




Horry County Schools Data
2013 - 2014

Base High Schools with Scholars Academy Students

EQY
Stiof Enroliment|
AHS 156
CFHS 374
CHS 314
GSFH 60
LHS 161
MBH 246
NMBH 285
SHS 318
StiH 293
TOTAL(s) 2207
School
AHS
CFHS
CHS
GSFH
LHS
MBH
NMBH
SHS
StiH
SA

TOTAL(s)




SA Palmetto Fellows and LIFE Data

School Attended Palmetto Fellows % LIFE %
Class of 2013

1 uUsC X

2 USC X

3 College of Charleston X

4 uscC X

5 Clemson X

6 USC X

7 Clemson X

8 College of Charleston X

9 Unity College X not used
10 usc X

11 Yale X not used
12 usSC X

13 UsC X

14 Coastal X

15 Clemson X

16 College of Charleston X

17 American University X not used
18 USC X

19 UNLV X not used
20 Harvard X not used
21 uUsSC X

22 USC X

23 NYU-Shanghai X not used
24 Clemson X

25 Clemson X

26 usC X

27 College of Charleston X

28 Univ. of Mass—Amherst X not used
29 Rochester Institute of Tech X not used
30 uUSC X

31 Embry-Riddle X not used
32 Johns Hopkins X not used
33 Notre Dame X not used
34 UscC X

35 Coastal X

36 Ga. Tech X not used
37 Coastal X

38 Coastal X

OVERLEAF




2013 Val & Sal Information

School Valedictorian Salutatorian
1 5.067
2
3 5.082 5.068
4 4.672 4.623
5 5.099
6 5.210 5.055
7 5.064 4,979
8 5.17
9 5.228 5.171




Campa Bay Times

Q WINNER OF 10 PULITZER PRIZES

Pasco School Board considers ending tradition of valedictorians,
salutatorians

q

Lisa Buie, Times Staff Writer

Tuesday, June 3, 2014 3:15pm

LAND O'LAKES — The longstanding tradition
of students fighting it out to be first or second
in their high school graduating class could
soon become history in Pasco County.

Superintendent Kurt Browning has
recommended eliminating the honoring of
valedictorians and salutatorians beginning
with next year's freshman class. Instead, top-
performing students would be honored in
groups under the Latin designations of cum
laude, magna cum laude and summa cum
laude.

At a School Board workshop Tuesday,
Browning said the "val" and "sal" concept is
outdated and "problematic." Board members

Pasco’s chief Kurt Browning wants to phase out the honoring of "vals" and “sals.”

did not object, and most on the five-member
panel expressed support. A formal vote must be taken for the change to be made.

"I can make some pretty valid strong arguments why we need to phase out vals and sals," Browning said. "The
difference between valedictorian and salutatorian is hundredths of a point."

A similar decision to eliminate the tradition in Hernando County last year prompted such a huge backlash that
board members rescinded the policy.

Hillsborough and Pinellas also have valedictorians and salutatorians. Neither is considering a change.

In Pasco, the topic first came up a year ago when board members approved changes to the grading system that
determines val and sals. Under that policy, which takes effect with freshmen entering in 2014, the district will use all
courses that generate high school credit toward graduation — including those taken online, or in middle school — to
calculate class rank grade-point average. The measure drew criticism that students might cheat in online courses.
Board member Alison Crumbley also expressed concern that students who rarely visit campus could become the
most honored graduate. Browning said then that the tradition should be re-examined.

Administrators said the new policy would make high school graduations more like college, where top graduates are




designated by Latin terms signifying achievement levels.

Doing that, they argued, would reward more students. It also would eliminate problems posed by options such as
virtual school and dual enrollment, which give grades on different schedules than traditional high schools.

Browning mentioned a student whose guidance counselor told her she would be salutatorian. But a virtual course
she took awards grades past the deadline for final grade-point averages so it wasn't included in the calculations. "She
ended up third," he said.

Browning admitted the issue is emotionally charged, so he wanted board members to weigh in early.
Most Pasco board members said they were okay with ending the practice.
"This is going to be like the buggy whip," board member Joanne Hurley said. "It's going to be obsolete."

Board member Steve Luikart, a former principal, said he has seen students "move from school to school" so they
could have the highest GPA.

Browning said competition is so cutthroat, that at one meeting with parents "it felt like I was being deposed."
Bianca Gallina, 18, the 2014 salutatorian of Fivay High School, said she supports getting rid of the titles.

"They don't always take into account extracurricular activities or advanced placement classes," she said. "(For
example), a student who takes all regular classes and has a 4.0 can place higher than students who take honors
classes.”

Gallina said in addition to her AP classes, she had a job and played soccer.
"It only looks at GPA," she said. "I think that's why it's not fair to everyone."
Trent Crawford, salutatorian of Anclote High, took the opposite view.

"It feels good to be recognized for a long four years of hard work," he said. "T don't think getting rid of it would be a
good idea."

As for deciding who would give graduation speeches if vals and sals go away, Browning said he would leave that up
to the schools.

"I'm not going to micromanage that," he said.
Times staff writer Jon Silman contributed to this report.

Pasco School Board considers ending tradition of valedictorians, salutatorians 06/03/14
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Campa Bay Times

@ WINNER OF 10 PULITZER PRIZES

Pasco School Board moves toward dropping top class honors

Jeffrey S. Solochek, Times Staff Writer

Tuesday, July 1, 2014 10:20am
LAND O'LAKES — Who's No. 1?

That soon could become a well-kept secret in
Pasco County high schools.

The School Board took a giant step Tuesday
toward getting rid of valedictorian and
salutatorian recognitions at graduations,
replacing the titles with an honors-based
award system. Class of 2018 students would
earn the Latin designations of cum laude,
magna cum laude and summa cum laude based
on their grade point averages.

Aubrey Willis, Makayla Wilson, Nikki Wisniewski and Miranda Wooten wearing their
pérsonalized mortarboard while waiting to be seated at Pasco High School's graduation
privileges that come with the top two spots ceremony

Class rankings would continue, but the special

would disappear.

Pasco would be the second area school district to take such a step. Hernando County eliminated its graduation titles
a year ago but reinstated them a short time later. The issue came up briefly in Pinellas County several years ago, but
never got any traction. Hillsborough County is not considering a change.

Pasco board members suggested that superintendent Kurt Browning's idea, which he proposed to end cutthroat
competition for class rank, seemed like a fair way to treat students and recognize their hard work. They gave it their
initial blessing as part of the district's 2014-15 student progression plan.

"I don't see this as a detraction," board member Joanne Hurley said. "I see this as an enhancement to all the
programs we have."

She noted the district provides students many types of courses, including dual enrollment and virtual classes, which
count toward students' GPAs. The grades arrive at different times of the year, board member Cynthia Armstrong
said, making it difficult to determine who really is the top student in the class when the list is set.

"If you could wait until mid summer when all the grades are in, you could have a very different result,” Armstrong
said.

One parent spoke against the idea during the board's public hearing. Rick Penberthy read a letter from his daughter,
Corttney, the 2007 Wesley Chapel High valedictorian.



" She said the superintendent's proposal would take away the sense of confidence and accomplishment a student can
feel for achieving the goal of becoming valedictorian. She likened the competition to that of playing sports or
running for election.

"Valedictorian and salutatorian are more than mere labels," Penberthy read from his daughter's letter. "They are
ambition, sources of pride."

Board members said they appreciated the letter. Member Allen Altman, who has opposed eliminating the titles for
eight years, said it gave him more ideas to think about in the weeks before the final vote.

"I am still gathering information," said Altman, whose daughter was salutatorian of Pasco High. "I still have more
questions."”

Board vice chairman Steve Luikart, a retired high school assistant principal, said he was leaning toward backing the
new concept.

Students need to learn to compete against themselves to be the best they can be, he said, and "not beat the guy who's
next to you." Still, he left the door open on his final decision at a future meeting, too.

Some other parents and students have sent their views, which go both ways, with some supporting the "time-
honored tradition” and others saying the change would "eliminate the unnecessary drama."

The board must have a final hearing before voting on the progression plan. If adopted, the valedictorian and
salutatorian titles would be eliminated beginning with the freshman class entering this fall.

The Broward County School Board recently considered a similar idea, but decided against cutting the titles. It did
add honors recognitions such as the ones Browning has proposed.

Contact Jeffrey S. Solochek at jsolochek@tampabay.com or (813) 909-4614. Follow @jeffsolochek.

Pasco School Board moves toward dropping top class honors 07/01/14
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BEST IN CLASS

Students are suing their way to the top.
BY MARGARET TALBOT

JUNE 86, 2005
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aniel Kennedy remembers when he still

thought that valedictorians were a good thing.
Kennedy, a wiry fifty-nine-year-old who has a stern
buzz cut, was in 1997 the principal of Sarasota High
School, in Sarasota, Florida. Toward the end of the
school year, it became apparent that several seniors
were deadlocked in the race to become
valedictorian. At first, Kennedy saw no particular
reason to worry. “My innocent thought was What
possible problem could those great kids cause?” he
recalled last month, during a drive around Sarasota.
“And [ went blindly on with my day.”

The school had a system in place to break ties.

“If the G.P.A.s were the same, the award was
supposed to go to the kid with the most credits,”
Kennedy explained. It turned out that one of the top
students, Denny Dawvies, had learned of this rule, and
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had quietly arranged to take extra courses during his senior year, including an independent study
in algebra. “The independent study was probably a breeze, and he ended up with the most credits,”
Kennedy said.

Davies was named valedictorian. His chief rivals for the honor were furious—in particular, a
girl named Kylie Barker, who told me recently that she had wanted to be valedictorian “pretty
much forever.”

Kennedy recalled, “Soon, the kids were doing everything they could to battle it out.” As we
drove past sugary-white beaches, high-rise hotels, and prosperous strip malls, he told me that the
ensuing controversy “effectively divided the school and the community.” Kennedy took the
position that Davies had followed the school’s own policy, which he had been resourceful enough
to figure out, and whether he should have been allowed to load on an easy extra class was beside
the point. He’d done it, and he hadn’t broken any rules. Davies’s guidance counsellor, Paul Storm,
agreed. In an interview with the Sarasota Herald-Tribune at the time, he said of Davies, “He’s
very clever. He said, ‘I want to be valedictorian. I've figured out I need to do this and that. Can
you help me?’ Denny had a good strategy, and this strategy was available to anyone who was a
competitor.”

Barker’s supporters argued that what Davies had done was a sneaky way of gaming the system.
“It never crossed my mind to approach it as a strategy,” Barker, who is now pursuing a Ph.D. in
chemistry at Northwestern University, said. “I just thought it was something you worked really
hard for.” Kimberly Belcher, who was ranked third that year, and who is now studying for a
doctorate in theology at Notre Dame University, told me, “Among our friends, who were sort of
the Academic Olympics and National Honor Society types, it was a big deal. Most of the people I
knew thought that it was unfair of Denny to use what we thought of as a loophole to take a class
that was too easy for him, and to do it secretly. We felt betrayed. I’'m not angry anymore, but,
boy, I was angry then.” Davies, who is now a captain in the Air Force, and is stationed in
Germany, said that he didn’t care to comment about the dispute, except to say that he was a “firm
believer in the idea that people benefit from healthy competition.”

During the final weeks of the school year, Kennedy was meeting with both sets of riled
parents, and students were buttonholing him in the hallway. “I’m telling you, it was hostile!” he
said. Some teachers considered boycotting graduation; students talked about booing Davies when
he walked out onstage. Kylie Barker’s mom, Cheryl, said that she recalls getting a call in the
middle of the day from Kylie’s chemistry teacher, Jim Harshman, who asked her to pick up Kylie
from school, saying, “She’s in a pressure cooker here, and she’s about to burst.”

Kennedy tried to broker a compromise. Davies had suggested that he and Barker be named
co-valedictorians, and Kennedy embraced the idea. But the Barkers weren’t excited about it. “The
principal was trying to make everybody happy, and when you do that there’s always somebody
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who isn’t,” Cheryl Barker said. “T guess it was me.”

Kennedy remembers finally “convincing everybody to agree reluctantly—and I do mean
extremely reluctantly—to have co-valedictorians.” He went on, *T have been in education
basically my whole life, and I've been to a lot of graduations in my time. But I dreaded this one.
Sarasota High is a big school—three thousand kids—and there were probably seven thousand
people in the audience. At that time, it felt like half of the students in the room hated one of
those two valedictorians and half hated the other. The tension was so thick that I was sitting up
there in my cap and gown sweating buckets the whole time.” In the end, both students got through
their speeches—Kylie’s was about integrity—without incident. But Kennedy, a likable
traditionalist who has been married to his childhood sweetheart for thirty-seven years, concluded
that it was time to get rid of valedictorians at Sarasota High.

Kennedy convened a committee to consider various alternatives, and it was decided that from
then on all students in the top ten per cent of the class—which at Sarasota means about seventy-
five people—would march in first during graduation and have an asterisk printed next to their
names on the program. “Students and parents got to see more kids recognized,” Kennedy said. “It
made everybody feel better.”

Sarasota is a competitive school district—while visiting the area, I saw a car with a bumper
sticker that read, *My Child Was Student of the Month at Tuttle Elementary”—but most of the
local high schools have followed Kennedy’s lead. Riverview High School has also eliminated
valedictorians and salutatorians; Booker High School ended the tradition last year. Four years
ago, North Port High opened near Sarasota. George Kenney, its principal, recalled thinking that it
“would be easier to just start out without valedictorians, so we wouldn’t be taking something away
later on.” He added, “There’s an awful lot of clawing and scratching to get to the top. You have
families at some schools coming in freshman year saying, ‘How can my kid get to No. 1?7 And
the pressure that puts on teachers is inexcusable. ‘Valedictorian’ is an antiquated title, and I think
it has more negative connotations and effects than positive ones.”

When Kennedy left Sarasota High to form a charter school, the Sarasota Military Academy,
in 2001, he did not even consider having a valedictorian. Kennedy has an amiable way about him,
but he’s not kidding when he says, “My advice to other principals is, Whatever you do, do not
name a valedictorian. Any principal who does is facing peril.”

At one time, it was obvious who the best students in a school were. But now the contenders
for the valedictorian title, especially at large, topperforming suburban high schools, are
numerous and determined. Many schools offer Advanced Placement courses—and sometimes
honors and International Baccalaureate classes—extra weight when a student’s G.P.A. is
calculated, so that an A earns 5.0 points, versus 4.0 in a regular class. Students who fill their
schedules with A.P. classes, as the ambitious ones tend to do, can end up with G.P.A.s well above
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4.0.

Jim Conrey is the director of public information at Adlai Stevenson High School, in
Lincolnshire, Illinois—a public school with forty-five hundred students that is well funded
enough to have such a thing as a director of public information. Students at the top of their class,
Conrey said, are often separated by one thousandth of a decimal point. A few years ago, a school
committee issued a report saying that “parents routinely phone the principal’s office to express
their concern over the competitive nature of our numerical ranking practice. Minuscule
differences between the ranks of two students can often be perceived as major differences. Is a
student ranked No. 1 in a given class really the ‘best” student in that class?” As of this year,
Stevenson High will no longer have a valedictorian and a salutatorian. Instead, students can apply
to speak at graduation, and a faculty panel will select two winners. “If you go to areally good
school, you could be ranked a hundred and thirty-fourth in your class and still be a really good
student,” Conrey said.

Between 1990 and 2000, the over-all mean G.P.A. of high-school students increased from
2.68 to 2.94, which is attributable in part to grade inflation and in part to the fact that students are
working harder. Last year, more than a million students took at least one A.P. course. During the
nineteen-nineties, the percentage of students taking A.P. or International Baccalaureate classes in
math more than doubled, from 4.4 per cent of graduating seniors to 9.5 per cent. My own high
school, North Hollywood High, in Los Angeles, had three or four A.P. classes when I graduated,
in 1979 (a time when we were told that our most illustrious alumnus was Bert Convy, the game-
show host; Susan Sontag had gone there, too, but nobody mentioned her). Now it has twenty-two.

Some schools, responding to the critique that competition has got too bruising, have decided
that naming a single valedictorian is part of the reason that today’s students have become so
anxious. (Many small private schools came to this conclusion long ago, and never adopted the
valedictorian tradition.) An organization called Stressed Out Students, which is headed by Denise
Clark Pope, a Stanford education professor, has a list of about twenty-five schools, mostly in the
Bay Area and Silicon Valley, that have pledged to try to make students and their parents less
driven. Pope told me that “it would be healthier to eliminate valedictorians or change the rules,
so that, for example, anyone who wants to can put their hat in the ring, and then there can be a
vote for the best graduation speaker. Then you get a person who really wants to give a speech. It’s
not an academic contest.”

A number of schools now call everyone who gets a 4.0 or higher a valedictorian. At Cleveland
High School, in the San Fernando Valley, there will be thirty-two valedictorians this year. At
Mission San Jose, in Northern California, there will be twenty-three. “We have such an
outstanding student body that it was just hard to get that definitive,” Stuart Kew, the principal of
Mission San Jose, said. “Occasionally, we get the criticism that it’s so watered down it doesn’t
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mean anything. But the students don’t feel that way.” On graduation day, each of the school’s
many valedictorians will speak at a ceremony, where, one hopes, the chairs will be comfortable.

The single-valedictorian tradition is also being endangered by lawsuits. In 2003, Brian
Delekta, who narrowly missed having the highest G.P.A. in his class, sued his school district,
near Port Huron, Michigan, asking that he be credited with an A-plus, instead of an A, for a work-
study class that he took at his mother’s law firm. (In addition, Delekta asked for a restraining
order on the publication of class rankings.) In another case that year, Blair Hornstine, a senior at
Moorestown High School, in New Jersey, and the daughter of a New Jersey superior-court judge,
sued the local board of education to be named the school’s sole valedictorian; she also asked for
two hundred thousand dollars in compensatory damages and more than two million dollars in
punitive damages. Hornstine had an unspecified illness that caused “substantial fatigue,” and, with
the consent of the school district, she had taken many of her classes at home, with private tutors.
Her transcript showed twenty-three A-pluses, nine A’s, and a single A-minus; two-thirds of her
classes were A.P. courses. Her weighted G.P.A. was 4.6894, which reportedly put her .055
points ahead of her closest competitor, Kenneth Mirkin.

The school board, however, decided that Hornstine’s home instruction had given her an unfair
advantage and that she should share the valedictorian title with Mirkin. Judge Freda Wolfson
sided with Hornstine. The defendants, she wrote, “should revel in the success” of their
accommodation to a student’s disability “and the academic star it has produced,” instead of
seeking “to diminish the honor that she has rightly earned.” In her ruling, Judge Wolfson
nevertheless made a larger point about the insidious effects of naming a top student. “The
fierceness of the competition in Moorestown High School is evidenced by the widespread
involvement of parents in this dispute, which may have been fueled by the school’s emphasis on
grade-based distinctions,” she wrote. “While the school’s Handbook states that it seeks to
minimize competition by no longer reporting class rank . . . elsewhere it heightens the levels of
competition by naming a valedictorian.” The case inspired a mocking Web site, the Blair
Hornstine Project, and a flood of vitriolic Internet commentary; Hornstine was so excoriated by
critics in her home town that she did not even attend graduation. The Moorestown Board of
Education acknowledged no wrongdoing but eventually agreed to an out-of-court settlement,
under which Hornstine was reportedly paid sixty thousand dollars. (Harvard, which had admitted
her to the Class of 2007, rescinded the offer not long after a local paper for which Hornstine had
written a column revealed that she had plagiarized material.)

I recently spoke to some students who had been involved in legal actions over the naming of a
valedictorian, and they seemed to share a common attitude toward the experience. On the one
hand, they shrugged off the importance of the honor—they had gone on to colleges where
valedictorians were so plentiful that to have claimed bragging rights would have been seriously
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uncool. On the other hand, they could easily recall their high-school state of mind, and feel
indignant all over again, utterly convinced that they had done the right thing. In 2003, Sarah Bird,
a senior at Plano West Senior High School, in Plano, Texas, requested a hearing before the local
school board. Another student, Jennifer Wu, had been named sole valedictorian, although her
G.P.A. was virtually identical to Bird’s. Bird had played on the school’s basketball team. The
sport was treated like a physical-education course by the school, and for several semesters she
had been given unweighted A’s. This had put her at a disadvantage, Bird felt. The hearing, at which
Bird’s lawyer asked that the two students be named co-valedictorians, involved some very close
parsing. Brent William Bailey, Bird’s lawyer, told me, “Going in, the other girl had a G.P.A. of
4.46885 and Sarah had 4.46731—so that was a difference of .00154. Then the calculations were
redone and Sarah came out with a G.P.A. 0f4.47647.” The school board granted Bird’s request. “1
was prepared to go ahead with a lawsuit if it hadn’t gone our way,” Bailey recalled. Wu, who
expressed unhappiness over the decision to the Dallas Morning News, then requested a hearing
of her own, to question the way the process was handled. Wu is now a sophomore at Harvard,
where she is a pre-med student. We spoke just before finals, and she clearly had other things on
her mind. “Nobody in college cares about your having been valedictorian,” she said. “My
roommate had no idea [ was valedictorian. It doesn’t come up, and I don’t think about it.” Still,
when [ asked Wu why she had complained to the school board, she said, “T wanted to make sure
the school knew how traumatic something like this can be—thinking you're competing under one
set of rules, and having an expectation because of that, and then finding out you're competing
under another.”

S tephanie Klotz's academic ambitions made her stand out at Valley View High, in
Germantown, Ohio, from which she graduated in 2001. “We weren’t from here originally,”
Klotz told me. “My dad had been in the military, and we’d lived in Pennsylvania, Idaho, Texas, and
upstate New York. | knew there was a big world out there, and [ was going to go out and conquer
it. [ wasn’t going to get married right out of high school and be a housewife with twenty kids.”
Klotz paused, but not for long. “I mean, Germantown is a place with only three stoplights. [ come
from a very educated family, and expectations are set at a higher level than they are in a small
farming town.” Then, too, Klotz said, she was always kind of a “nerd—a science nerd, a nature
nerd.” She continued, “My dad went deer hunting when I was three years old, and they were
cutting up the deer next door, because my mom wouldn’t let it in the house, and I was, like,
‘Daddy, can I play with the head?’ »* As a young girl, she loved accompanying her father, an
anesthetist, to the hospital, where she was allowed to observe surgeries. At Valley View, where
football is very popular—T-shirts bear the slogan “Valley View Football Is Life. Nothing Else
Matters™—Klotz was often unhappy. She doesn’t like football, and was captain of the dance team,
which, she said, “got me made fun of—that and being smart. I'd say, ‘I want to see you do a kick
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line for an hour!” ” She also worked with the town’s rescue squad (“I was so service-oriented; |
did hundreds and hundreds of hours of service work™), loved science, and hated English and
history. She was often “bored to tears” in classes that she found insufficiently challenging, but
she got straight A’s anyway, as well as tens of thousands of dollars in college-scholarship money.

Several weeks before the school year ended, the principal of Valley View told Klotz that she
and four other students would share the valedictorian title. Klotz thought the decision was odd—
as she recalled, one of the girls had got a B—but she let it go. “Notices were sent out, relatives
notified,” her father, Randy Klotz, said. Three of the students had G.P.A.s above 4.0 because
they’d taken at least one A.P. course, whereas Stephanie, whose G.P.A. was 4.0, had not. (Instead
of taking A.P. history in her junior year, Stephanie, who hoped to become a doctor, had decided
to take another chemistry course.) Three weeks before graduation, Stephanie was told that the
school was reversing its decision: she and Megan Keener, another girl witha4.0 G.P.A.,
wouldn’t be valedictorians after all. (Keener, too, lacked A.P. credits, though she had been taking
classes at local colleges.) Two students with G.P.A.s above 4.0 would be named co-
valedictorians, and a third would be salutatorian. “T would be nothing,” Klotz recalled.

When Klotz told her parents, they complained first to the principal, then several times to the
school board. Finally, the family hired a lawyer and sued the school district, the superintendent,
and the principal of Valley View. A judge in the Common Pleas Court of Montgomery County,
Ohio, sided with the Klotzes, and, days before graduation, issued an order reinstating Klotz and
Keener as valedictorians.

“At first, I was, like, I'm seventeen, I can’t be dealing with this before I graduate from high
school,” Klotz told me. “T'm not strong enough. And then I thought, I need to fight for the people
who are coming after me, who really aren’t strong enough to fight.” Graduation day, she recalled,
“was kind of a comedy event, really. I was sitting there, bored, twirling my tassels.” Klotz said
that she wasn’t allowed to speak, because the decision to reinstate her title was made just before
graduation day. One of the valedictorians who did speak, she recalled, “read that Dr. Seuss book
‘Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” to the audience. I mean, she read practically the entire book.” Klotz
remembers being given “so many academic awards and plaques, it was ridiculous. Every time I sat
down, I had to get up again to get an award. I had so many plaques I literally couldn’t carry them
off the stage, and I'm, like, ‘Oh, yeah, right, I'm not valedictorian?’

Klotz graduated magna cum laude from the University of Dayton in May, and will start
medical school at the University of Cincinnati in August. At college, Klotz realized that she was
“alittle fish in a big sea with a lot of valedictorians.” But she’s glad that she sued: she learned that
she could be a fighter when she needed to be, and she showed Germantown that she couldn’t be
“walked all over.” Klotz, who is engaged to be married to a social worker, is working as a
waitress until school starts. To her fiancé’s chagrin, she’s been watching a lot of “trauma-and-
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E.R. shows” at home. (He lacks her strong stomach.) “There’s so much focus on all the terrible
things youths in our society do—murdering each other, using drugs—that I think it’s good to
focus on the positive things, as opposed to people who are dropping out and are failures,” she
said. “There are all these special programs to keep kids in school, give them a special experience,
make them feel special. So much of classroom experience is focussed on these kids who are
lacking. There’s nothing to reward the kids who are self-motivated and are working hard.”

he first public high school in the United States, Boston’s English Classical School, was

founded in 182 1. Within a few decades, the practice of designating a valedictorian had
become an established tradition in American high schools. There was little public financing of
secondary schools and a good deal of hostility to them, at least until the eighteen-eighties. High
schools were so widely criticized as palaces of privilege, teaching Latin to the children of the
rich, that Horace Mann, the education reformer, tried for a while to come up with a new name for
“high school,” reasoning that perhaps the phrase implied “superior and exclusive,” William J.
Reese notes in his 1995 history “The Origins of the American High School.” (In fact, many high-
school students in the nineteenth century were middle-class girls training to support themselves
as teachers.) By 1900, roughly ten per cent of American adolescents were enrolled in high
school, and public funding remained relatively small.

The graduation ceremony, and in particular the valedictory, served an important purpose for
proponents of publicly funded secondary education. A clever graduate declaiming loftily was
something to show off to the local taxpayers, and, besides, graduation ceremonies were popular
entertainments in an age that lacked television and radio and honored elocution and oratory. “By
the late eighteen-fifties, approximately four thousand spectators attended the graduation
exercises at Philadelphia’s Central High School—and twice that number was turned away,” Reese
writes. “Eight to ten thousand citizens arrived for the event in Cleveland in the eighteen-
seventies.” In smaller towns, five hundred or more people might show up to see five or six
graduates.

The valedictorian prize also celebrated people who weren’t often publicly recognized:
studious girls. In the nineteenth century, young women largely outperformed young men in
American high schools. They generally won more prizes, graduated at higher rates, and displayed
lovelier penmanship. At graduation, girls would read while sitting or standing on a low step, since
it wasn’t considered proper for them to speak from a platform. Still, the opportunity to appear
before an audience of hundreds or thousands, to be singled out for one’s academic achievements,
must have been heady at a time when modesty and self-effacement were the constant counsel for
young women.

In 1981, two professors, Terry Denny and Karen Arnold, began following the lives of eighty-
one high-school valedictorians—forty-six women and thirty-five men from Illinois. (Their
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sample is, admittedly, narrow.) According to Arnold’s 1995 book “Lives of Promise: What
Becomes of High School Valedictorians,” these students continued to distinguish themselves
academically in college; a little less than sixty per cent pursued graduate studies. By their early
thirties, most were “working in high-level, prestigious, secure professions”—they were lawyers,
accountants, professors, doctors, engineers. Arnold totted up fifteen Ph.D.s, six law degrees,
three medical degrees, and twenty-two master’s degrees in her group. The valedictorians got
divorced at a lower rate than did the population at large, were less likely to use alcohol and drugs,
and tended to be active in their communities. At the same time, Arnold, who stays in touch with
her cohort, has found that few of the valedictorians seem destined for intellectual eminence or
for creative work outside of familiar career paths. Dedicated to the well-rounded ideal—to be a
valedictorian, after all, you must excel in classes that don’t interest you or are poorly taught—the
valedictorians had “used their strong work ethic to pursue multiple academic and extracurricular
interests. None was obsessed with a single talent area to which he or she subordinated school and
social involvement.” This marks a difference, Arnold said, from what we know about many
eminent achievers, who tend to evince an early passion for a particular field. For these people,
Arnold writes, a “powerful early interest evolves into lifelong, intensive, even obsessive
involvement in the talent area.” She goes on, “Exceptional adult achievers often recall formal
schooling as a disliked distraction.” Valedictorians, by contrast, conformed to the expectations
of school and carefully chose careers that were likely to be socially and financially secure: “As a
rule, valedictorians relegated their early interests to hobbies, second majors, or regretted dead
ends. The serious athletes among the valedictorians never pursued sports occupations. Most of
the high school musicians hung up their instruments during college.”

Becoming a valedictorian at a top high school is a gruelling trajectory—involving perhaps a
dozen A.P. classes and hours of study each night. Sometimes students cave in to the pressure. In
2002, Audrey Lin, one of Mission San Jose’s many valedictorians, admitted that she had cheated
to get to the top in high school, and gave back her valedictorian plaque. Lin, who is now a student
at Berkeley, made her confession in conjunction with the release of a study by the Josephson
Institute of Ethics, in which three-quarters of the high-school students surveyed acknowledged
having cheated on a test the previous year; ten years earlier, the number had been sixty-one per
cent.

In some ways, it seems that the valedictorian is a status designed for a simpler time, when
fewer people aspired to college. It isn’t entirely suited to a brutally competitive age in which the
dividing line between those who go to college and those who don’t may be the most significant
fissure in American society, and in which the children (and parents) of the upper middle classes
have been convinced that going to an exceedingly selective college is the only way to insure
wealth and happiness.
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Still, perhaps something is lost if schools eliminate valedictorians. Like spelling bees, the
contest for valedictorian offers a pleasing image of a purer meritocracy, in which learning and
performing by the rules leave one hardworking person standing. It seems sad to abolish the
tradition—and faintly ridiculous to honor too large a group. (If we’re trying to be more sensitive,
doesn’t it make ordinary students feel worse when they can’t be one of several dozen
valedictorians?) Maybe the answer is to stick to one valedictorian but to make the rules of the
contest clear, and to be sure everyone knows them. Maybe the honor should go to the student
who is not necessarily the smartest but the most adept at running a peculiarly American kind of
academic marathon, one that requires prodigious energy, tactical savvy, and a Tracy Flick-like
determination. (Remember the Reese Witherspoon character from “Election’?)

“Over the past ten years, a lot of school districts have been abolishing the valedictorian, and
I’'m against that,” Karen Arnold told me. “On the day we allow anybody who’s always wanted to be
a quarterback to play on the high-school football team, then we can get rid of valedictorians. If
we rank anything, we ought to rank what we say is most central to school, which is to say,
academic learning.”

Afew weeks, ago, I met Cheryl Barker, the mother of Kylie, the girl at Sarasota High School

who, as it turned out, was one of the last two valedictorians at the school. Her daughter went
to Furman University, in South Carolina, then to Northwestern. Cheryl Barker was a waitress
when Kylie was in high school, and she is now the manager of a family-style restaurant in
Sarasota. Her husband owns a print shop, and they have two younger children, a daughter who is
graduating from Florida State this year and plans to go to law school, and a son who just
graduated in the top ten per cent from Sarasota High.

Cheryl Barker still marvels at how hard Kylie worked, how determined she was, how she
never missed a day of school, how she’d go to the library all the time to use the computer
because they didn’t have one at home. Barker thinks that it was a mistake for the high school to
stop naming a valedictorian and a salutatorian. “Those kids all know who the No. 1 and 2 are,
anyway,” she told me over coffee. “Everyone’s so afraid of getting sued or losing their jobs these
days that they try too hard to candy-coat things.” But, she added, “there are some kids who what
they’re good at is studying. That’s what they do. They deserve something special to strive for.
They do.” 4
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Wednesday, July 30, 2014
District Office — 335 Four Mile Road
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¢ SA Student Survey Results - (HO)

¢ [dentify Big “Take-Aways”

e Discussion k7
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Biology Club:

Biology Club is a student-inspired and interactive organization whose main goal is to serve the students
and community of the area while leaming about the biological features of our world. Each year, the Biology Club
picks a theme and revolves most fundraisers, service projects, and club lessons around that topic. The theme for
the 2014-2015 school year is currently set to be Ecology, including anticipated projects like beach sweeps, work
with the local Waccamaw River Keepers, and fundraisers for the WWF. Biology Club is also looking to be
involved in several lab and research projects with CCU Biology professors in the fall.

Note: Students do NOT need to have taken ANY level of Biology in order to be a part of this club.
Student Contact: Jacob Livingston (President, 2014-2015, Senior), Linda Infantino (VP, 2014-2015, Senior)
Teacher Contact: Ryan Carter

Creative Writing Club:

The Creative Writing Club is for creative writers and anyone who appreciates creative writing. Our club
sponsor is Mrs. Vencie Maxey. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month to share, discuss, and
criticize writing by members of the club (as well as writing by published authors.) At each meeting, we typically
have time for 5 people to each share one composition. All genres are welcome. The conversations we have are
organic- usually concerning, but not limited to plot, style, and writing process. During special meetings (holiday-
themed or writing prompts), we make time for everyone to share their writing but must limit discussion time. Al
readers are welcome to visit and appreciate the talents of our classmates. All writers, we encourage you to join
our small community, to share what you love, to learn and grow with us in our craft.

Student Contact: Mikki Antonio (President, 2014-2015, Senior)

Debate Club:

The Scholar's Academy Debate Club is a student-led organization that seeks to proliferate intelligent
discussion and debate among its members. We provide an outlet for students who wish to engage in meaningful
and thoughtful discussion concerning various philosophical, social, political, and moral issues. The purpose of
this organization is to provide students with a safe and inquisitive environment, permitting improved
understanding and investigation of controversial issues. We will also engage in various community service and
fundraising events in order to propagate education and intellectual thought throughout our community and the
world. The only requirement is an open-mind! If you are interested, please contact Shrayan Shetty in school or at
shrayanshetty@gmail.com or speak with Mr. McDowell, our club sponsor. Thank you, and we hope to see you at
our first meeting!

Fellowship of Christian Students:

FCS is a student-led Christian organization who's goal is to help students learn and grow through the
Bible and fellow peers. Each week, FCS aims to give students a break from a hectic week of school to refocus
their minds and actions on God through discussion, lessons, and guest speakers. FCS is open and welcoming to
all students, and strives to help each and every member grow and develop their relationship with God and
Christ.
Student Contact: TBD (Jacob Livingston and Mikki Antonio for now)
Teacher Contact: Wendy Shoemaker
Meets: Every Wednesday at lunch

Interact Club:
Sponsored by the Carolina Forest Rotary Club, Interact Club is a service-oriented, student-driven
organization that sponsors several monthly service projects in the area for its members. Members of Interact




Club live by the motto "Service above self," working to serve their community and better their surrounding area
by dedicating their time to helping others. Interact Club helps it members gain not only community service hours,
but also lasting relationships with each other and those we are helping in the community.

Student Contact: Jacob Livingston (President, 2014-2015, Senior)

Teacher Contact: Stanlee Morrison

Meets: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month

International Quill and Scroll Honor Society

An honor society dedicated to students with an interest in journalism and media, the International Quill
and Scroll Honor Society invites rising juniors and seniors who have contributed to journalistic endeavors at The
Scholars Academy to become a member. To be considered for induction, students must have completed two
courses of Yearbook or Journalism or be involved in a media communications role sponsored by a Scholars
Academy teacher. Interested students should see Mrs. Shoemaker for possible opportunities to serve The
Scholars Academy journalistically. Qualifying students will be contacted directly by Mrs. Shoemaker prior to the
annual induction ceremony.
Teacher Sponsor: Mrs. Shoemaker
Club President: Tanner Slagle

Literature Club:

Come join the Literature Club at the Scholars Academy! The club serves as a forum for informal
discussion of different types of literature. We survey poems, short stories, plays, soliloquies, and a novel or two
over the course of the year. It is a great way to expand your literary knowledge and enjoyment beyond what you
encounter in your English class in a more relaxed environment. Join us in our pursuit of great fiction and art
through fellowship accompanied by the occasional brownie!

“There is no surer foundation for a beautiful friendship than a mutual taste in literature.” -P.G. Wodehouse
Student Contact: Sarah Ellen Floyd (President, 2014-2015, Senior)

National History Day:

National History Day is a yearlong research project that is focused around an annual theme. Students
have the option to present their findings in a variety of formats including website, documentary, performance,
exhibit, or historical paper on an individual or group basis. Scholars Academy students who participate in
National History Day will participate at the Regional Contest in the spring and will have the ability to continue
with the competition as they advance. Some classes will have NHD as a core component, but all students are
invited to participate. Thus, the goal of the National History Day Club is to provide a supportive and conducive
group environment for interested students to participate in the National History Day competition while expanding
their research, synthesis, and oral and written communication skills. Students interested in participating should
see Mrs. Holley or National History Day Club President Tanner Slagle for more information and for a timeline of
events.

National Honor Society:

The National Honor Society chapter of Scholars Academy is a part of the nationwide NHS organization
devoted toward honoring and promoting high school students who have demonstrated excellence in scholarship,
leadership, service, and character. Established in 1921, the nationwide organization along with the Scholars
Academy chapter not only recognizes its members for their accomplishments, but works towards cultivating
further involvement of the students. In order to become a member, a Scholars Academy student must be in 11th
or 12th grade, have a cumulative GPA of 4.25, and must have demonstrated excellence in scholarship,



leadership, service, and character. Throughout the year, the Scholars Academy NHS chapter participates in
numerous community service and school-wide fundraising events.

PTSO:

The purpose of the Scholars Academy PTSO is to support the the education of students at The Scholars
Academy by fostering relationships among the students, their families, and the faculty by providing volunteer and
financial support. Students interested in participating in PTSO meetings should watch for an announcement of
meeting dates from Mr. McQueen or PTSO President Jay Huggins. All meetings are open to students, parents,
and community members.

President: Jay Huggins
Student Contact: Linda Infantino

Religions Studies Club:
The Religions Studies club will meet on the 2nd and 4th Fridays after school
Members must attend at least 50% of all meetings.
The club is designed for the studying and presentation of religious bodies of belief, from the popular to the
bizarre.

Scholars Squad:

Scholars Squad is the student government association at The Scholars Academy. As a govemning body,
student representatives take ideas from their fellow classmates into consideration as they plan cornerstone
events throughout the school year including the multiple spirit weeks and field days, the annual CCU Tailgating,
and the Winter Dance. Students work closely in conjunction with the Scholars Academy PTSO and the faculty in
order to facilitate an enjoyable and conducive leamning environment at The Scholars Academy. To run, students
must not be on academic probation or have been in ISS during the school year. Each grade will have four
representatives with the student with the highest vote count being named the class president. A separate
election will take place among the student body in the spring to elect the student body president. Interested
students should look for information regarding elections at the end of first quarter or see Mrs. Holley or Scholars
Academy Student Body President Tanner Slagle.

Teacher Sponsor: Mrs. Holley
Club President: Tanner Slagle

Ultimate Frisbee Club:

The ultimate frisbee club meets every Tuesday and Thursday after school on field next to the parking lot.
The club is very laidback and has a wide range of skill levels. Last year average attendance was about 8-12
people. It's a great way to relax, socialize, and have fun. If you're interested, contact club president Caleb
Scruggs or teacher sponsor Mr. Shuford.

World Cultures Club:

The World Cultures Club is a unique experience, offering exposure to the ways of life in foreign
societies. The club promotes the embracing of these cultures in the form of food for thought. (both literal and
figurative) Join today!

Student Contact: Ty Limpasuvan




Questions and Comments SA PTSO Meeting July 21, 2014

INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Introduction of committee members and PTSO board.

Aug 12" Freshman Orientation please RSVP

Please submit Parent/Student surveys by Friday July 25"

SA building interior has been repainted and minor repairs taking place to SA building over
summer break

COMMITTEE OVERVIEW

e Morgan Sellers gave a brief overview of the school vs program committees goals and review of
what they have covered
o History of SA
Grading policy
Graduation requirements
Junior Marshals / VAL / SAL
Palmetto Fellows and Life Scholarships — what would happen if SA kids were
removed from base schools
Scholarships offered for VAL/ SAL
The outcome of school vs program for SA would affect the other programs in Horry
County ( STEM, etc)
o No recommendations have been made to the board as of yet, but that is the goal of
the committee
Committee has requested a list of activities SA students are involved in at base schools and possible
reasons

QUESTIONS

o Will this decision impact class rank and graduation for students currently enrolled at
SA?
Mrs. Allen stated that any decision made by the Board would not go into effect for any
students, including rising 9" graders, already enrolled at SA.

0 O O

o Should S4 become a stand- alone school, would the students still be able to play sports
and participate in activities at their base school?
High School League rules say they can participate in sports at the school in their
attendance area. Mrs. Allen stated that students may also participate in honor societies,
clubs, etc. at ether their base schools if their school does not offer those clubs.
(Participation will also be dependent upon transportation and scheduling availability.)




-V

Could SA give up VAL/SAL title at base schools? Would this be a compromise?

VAL/SAL is a numeric ranking. Currently Latin Honors System is in place but district
still recognizes VAL/SAL. Discussion--SA students feel they deserve the title if they
earn it BUT some voiced concern that the naming of VAL/SAL not the issue but who
actually addressed the graduates at the ceremony. Many felt SA would give up the
speaking but would want to be ranked per the grades they earned. Students who are very
actively engaged in base schools want the chance to be VAL/SAL AND speak at
graduation.

What are the benefits for SA students if we were (o become a stand-alone school?

SA would be ranked as a school and would thus be publically recognized for some of the
accomplishments of its students. It would also alleviate some of the workload for adults
at both SA and base schools in terms of communication, record-keeping, scheduling, etc.

Would funding for SA be impacted?
Mrs. Allen said it would not be unless student enrollment declined.

What is the force behind this move? Who initiated it?

This conversation is the result from a push from base school parents. It was not initiated
by SA staff/parents or the Horry County District staff. Discussion began as issues were
raised with SA National Honor Society.

Is there a way we can compromise to avoid this change?
There was a lot of discussion concerning this topic.

Can we survey SA students? Ask them whether they care about speaking at base school
graduations and ask them to list the base school activities in which they participate. Ask
them would they have chosen to attend SA if it were a stand-alone school.

Survey to be developed and distributed by July 24",

COMMENTS

There was a lot of discussion concerning class rank and the damage it would do to SA
students if the Board made SA a stand-alone school.

A number of parents were worried that making SA a stand-alone school would negatively
impact the collaborative nature of SA by making the students compete against one
another for class rank.

One parent pointed out that some scholarship programs and other opportunities such as
the Jefferson Scholars program at the University of VA only allow schools to select one
student to apply.



Everyone has an opportunity to apply for the SA. Students who choose not to attend SA
choose to forgo some of its benefits.

There is a misperception that SA students are not involved at their base schools.

An alumnus of the program pointed out that it is possible to be valedictorian or
salutatorian by attending the base high school. Attendance at SA is not a guarantee of
attaining those positions.

One parent addressed the fact that this was becoming emotional in the community. She
also stated that some guidance counselors that she knows claim that communication is
very difficult with SA. She also said that SA students are considered outsiders by their
base schools.

Mr. Poston from the Board said that this is a cyclical issue because every four years or so
we have a new set of parents and new people on the school board.

It was suggested the district determine how many students retain their Palmetto and Life
scholarships. (This is impossible without contacting each individual student.)

Parent concern was also stated that the outcome of this decision will also impact the
STEM program at AAST.

One parent asked if the committee was limited to two choices — stand-alone or remain as
a program — or could it recommend other options.

One parent stated that we should not treat STEM and SA the same because they are
totally different. STEM will become a much larger program than SA.

One parent stated that VAL/SAL was important to the students, but speaking at
graduation is not important.



Student Survey #2

Q1 Please select your base high school.

Answered: 91 Skipped: 0

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% GO% T0% B0% 90% 100%
veriiens | e
Aynor High School n 1.10% 1
Camlina Faregt High School T, . h |_sa.iﬂi 3 33
Conuzﬂghsfhool —- L ol —BN }a.m& a
Green Sea Floyds High School o o | o.00% 0
Lefis High School LD | 3.30% 3
Myrle Baach High Schoal : - . e 10
North Myrtla B_ench High Sch;ol - - | 8.78% B
Socasies High School B - 18.“_% 17
Salint James High School B i 12000 1"
Total )
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Student Survey #2

Q2 What activities do you participate in at
your base high school? Please select all
that apply.

Answered: 68 Skipped: 23

Athlsetics

Honor
Socleties...

Academic Teams
(Mock Trial...

Clubs (Chess

| |
Fine Arts
Programs...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 80% 0%

BO% 80% 100%

Answor Choices Re
58.82%
Honar Soclatiss (English, Mu Alpha Theta, and &0 on) 41.18%
Academic Teams (Mock Trial Team, Madel UN, and s on) 23.5%%
Clubs (Chess Club, Drama Club, and o on) 20.50%
Fina Afs Programs (Marching Band, Orchesrs, and @ on) 17.65%
Ofther Activities 18:48%
i i A 3
1 | am a rising 8th grader and | anticipate conlinuing these activities at Socasiee. T28/2014 440 PM
i = = — e
2 | | am very active in many, if not most things for sudents al CHS. | attend their prom and athletic evenis and am still very invalved 72712014 1111 AM
| with my base schaal.
3 | feel that If the Scholar's Academy b a sland alone school, they should have to offer all sporis and clubs so that studenis | 712612014 8:53 PM
| do not feel excluded for having lo paricipate In some activiles al Scholar's or al their high schoal.
4 | none | 7r2612014 7:45 P
5 | Asa rsing freshman, | have nol joined any clubs yet, | was very active in clubs st my middle school,and | plan 1o oin saveral at 712612014 12:58 PM
the high school level too.
] Spaorting and community ssrvice events | 71262014 11:20 AM
7 n my time at Sch Academy | was fortunais 1o ba pan of the English Honor Sociaty at my base school. Program sudeniswere | 7/25/2014 1:.07 PM
wme ef the modt consd membens In this organization, which was basically jut ganing al my base school. | would have lled to |
ba part of other groups, such as Academic Team, bul wss unabls to dus to my family stustion.,
] Being able 1o participate in activilies a1 the base school afler school is great for SA students We are able o pursse an sducation l 77252014 2:28 AM
we may not be able to ge! al other programa or our hase schools while baing able 1o be conneclad 1o our bas sshool through
activities | can permenally say that being apan of activites at my base school allows me to keep fendships | may have lost |f
Scholamswere if's own school when | enrollad into the program.
8 | ragulady attend sporting evenis does that count? Also scholars should retain the nght to go 1o prom because that's a unique T24/2014 11:52 PM
experience and cne thal is and should he antirely difersnt from the winter d the schol demy holds If you start lelling
Kdsthey won't be able to attend prom at tha high school on theair own m, you can n to drop sgnifi dy,
because that's.a big part of the "high school exper * that the schol demy has bean promising to Include sudentsin.
10 | would Iike to know if scholars academy would creste thair own athletic program if they ware a stand alone school. 7/24/2014 9:46 PM

1"

| don't personally participale In activities at my basa high school, but | am not (at all) the represantative of all S¢holars sudents
ALL of my friends take par in hase sohool activiliea It's unfair thal we're being penalized bacause base school individuals are
upset that we're reaping the benefits of our hard work

2/18

712412014 9:06 PM




Student Survey #2

12 I was on my school's robotics team, I;ﬂ_d_hm patticipated in more activities, bul | had varous schedule conflicis | 712402014 9:03 PM
13 1am nol cumenily old enough lo panicpale in honor societies al my base school, but | do plan lo participals ir:_rn;_ future yearsof | 7/24/2014 B:20 PM
high schoaol..
14 Lo chasdancing, compubive chesdesding, and plan on Joining lieh tisoorsoclety . 712412014 8:03 PM
15 | da not attend any activities at my bass schaal, o 71242014 5:50 PM
16 Tennis leam, beta club, 7/24/2014 3:10 PM
17 nane | 712402014 3:08 PM
18 | 1 only ride their buses 712412014 2:11 PM
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Student Survey #2
Q3 If you do not participate in activities at

your base high school, what are the
reasons?

Answaered: 48 Skipped: 43
Trans portation

Time Faclors

A fagling of
not belongin...

Other
interests...

% 10% 20% 30%  40% 50%.  60% T0% B0% 80% 100%
Answer Choices ~ Responses ]
Tmnsportation 22.92% 1
Tima Factors 58.33% 28
= — = — = ————— s ==
Work | 22.92% 11
A Inaling of not belonging at my basa high school 27.08% L
Other Inlerests cutdde of school 37.50% 18
Total Raspondants: 48
| o | Comments. Date
| — .
| 1 [ There arent any activities | want lo participate In that the scholars demy does nol offar, | ?ﬂmﬂ“ 1:58 PM
| 2 ' | participate. 2172014 6:59 P
3 | I'm oflen already busy doing things mlalod 1o Schollas @ I's had 1o find time lo pam:im lt B -:huol 1 don't attend. ?!2?.‘3014 12:44 PM
4 | Spend two homible hours commuting hame dus 10 bus limitations, despite llwng within 15min of \‘lm hooll Exhaushing gh TETZD4 11 25 AM
already.
] Idn.!plw vars‘!y leyball and vsmly‘ ball | 7mfzau 10:49 PM
6 ‘ Miuﬂmenl to shc!:rs m’e dudng lmﬂ!mnn year ?I!Gﬂﬂﬂ ?45 PM
7 | The acuvlllea at the hase schoo! e aum for Intaraction vmh sudents that share the base high mml It allows guderts (SA in T.fzs.fznu 2:36 PM
| icipantsin particular) to nt with paople who share the base highschool and gives the students many opportunities to
panlcipmu in sport and activities
8 | I da participate in acu\duu though, 7/25/2014 2:29 PM
8 Mﬂl:uﬁmmmuuﬁcnmmnt | had ismes with l.rlnqml‘lllllan and ﬁme lalm falt like | was not pant of my base school, This 7/25/2014 1:07 PM
was both student and stalf based, howevar, since asa Junior M I wara made at gradualion practice
lowarmds the valedictorian (who was pait of this progmm) that | perceived as rude. In ordes to gal mare sudents involved from the
Scholars Academy program, apen it up. My bass school Ianow making a tian bet this progmm and tha school for the
next academic year. | bellgve this | s great gep 1o fry and get students mone involved with there school, 1o cheer for belng pan at
pep rillies and becoma nol anly memberms, but asssts, to base school clubs
10 One aof the main reasons it can ba difficull to paticipata in base school achivilies isbecauss bass school actlivilies are not always ?Q‘!-’ZON 10:44 PFM
dating 1o sud. from other schools, Many sctivities are not scheduled at times whare Mudents can commuta 1o the
base scheol and engage in them, Als, many aclivates ane nol lcated well to SA sudents | ¢o not think thele is any
animoslty on the part of the other sudenis. and | feel just lile ary other CFHS student when | parficipate in thess
1 | plan on parti ing in athistics thinup g year. 7/24/2074 10:14 PM
12 Schedule conflicts 7/24/2014 903 PM
ik None 712412014 6:00 PM
14 Mainly, all of the clubs 1 truly cars aboul are located al the scholars academy. Although we have duplicale clubs al the base | 712412014 4:48 PM

high school, if | really wanted to go 1o a club liks one they huu | wauld !mpiy Ity to craate a new one sl schalam
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Student Survey #2

15 With the 2013-2014 school year. many clubs were eslablished at Scholars. With this explosion of available extmcumculars at T/24/2014 3:38 PM
Scholarssince my freshman year, | have become Increasing mors Involved at Scholars and lessinvolved at NMBH. For some
t iculars, | have ch to trans bership to Scholars and away fom NMBH becauss | feel more fi le and
welcome at Scholars versus at NMBH.
16 | da participate. | 7/24/2014 3.0 PM
17 | participate in activities at my base school | 742472014 2:03 PM

5/18



Student Survey #2

Q4 In the space below, please describe
how you feel when you attend an activity
or participate in an activity at the base high
school.

Answered: 81 Skippad: 10

[Enpnm

1 l'esl like | am actually part of somathing bigger than me. | fael Impon.anl 1o a very high dsgres

I am a rising 9th grader, so | da nol now yet.

7/28i2014 6:23 PM

728/2014 4:40 PM

| have a sensa of pride for my base schoal.

7/28/2014 2:05 PM

| have never been to my basa school,

7/28/2014 1:58 PM

| da not attend base high school activities due o the fact that | prefer to do non-school related activilies outside of schoaol. Being
| have never attended any base high school functions | do not know how | would feel if | aftended. If | had to take a guess|
believe | would talk to the peopla | did In middle school or other scholar's Academy teens who ang going lo the same aclivity and
| would fesl like | am attending an activity, There would ba no difference In feeling of going to a random event al market
commuons o an event at the base high school becauss you ame there to participale in an activity and will be doing thal activity
along with everybody else,

| 712712014 2:33 PM

school pale in them with me, it

| lova paricipating In bass high school activities. Many of my friends from my
makes me feel asthough | can still have the *High Schoal Experience”.

7/2712014 9;23 PM

| feel welcomed. Playing sports and being in NHS Is a good way for me to reconnect with my fiends | dant feel treated any
differently at all.

Completely engaged, but at the same lime, | am always aware that | go to a different school.

7127/2014 5:59 PM

7127/2014 12:44 PM

Better transporiation after school, My parents work o support our family. Unless you have family thal livesin the area, or parenis
who don'l work, its very inconveniant,

7127/2014 11:25 AM

1 da not feel any different than if | was p g in an activity at scholars. I've lnown my fellow sludents for quite some time
and maintain friendships with same of them, thus1 feel acr.epmd when retuming to Myrtle Beach,

7/27/12014 10:54 AM

13

14
15

When | paticipate in a sport or attend an activity at my base school, | feel like the same person | do when | attend Scholars—
nothing mare, nothing less. | have many, many friends sill at my base school, and dlill consider myself a CHS Tiger aven at
Scholars.

Fi27/2014 1:11 AM

Whan | participate in an xctivity at my haa a:honl {t gives me the feeling of belonging to that s:hoal and glves me a group of
fiiends outside of the anes al the Scholar's Academy.

Like thera are a bunch of people, making a lol of noiss, and wham | dan‘l pamcularly carm for (unless they're fiends of mine).

| start for both the high school basketball and \mllayball teams. | feel like pant of the school family on thess feams l

7/26/2014 10:49 PM

| 7126/2014 8:53 FM

7/26/2014 7:45 PM

When | visit my base high school, it's usually very intaresting and fun: you sae other students who you've known since Middla
Schaool and you are able 1o connact with them through sports or other activities Spending school hours at the SA program, il's
| nice lo work with others thal come from the same basa high school,

702672014 2:36 PM

Asa rising freshman, | can't answer this question yet. | think everything will be fine. | have a lot of fiends at my base school. | am
alsa Vsly outgeing.

| am not traated dlffﬂmnﬂy than any other high schaoler by coaches or teachers, athar than them belng understanding of (he
exira time and effort It takes me to get things done for the base school. However | like to be Involved so | am not separated from
my peers at the basa school.

71262014 12:56 PM

?MEQOH 11:20 AM

1 &ill have a sansa that | am a part of my basa school in some cepacity, It makes me feel like | am nol complelely ssparated from
everyune alsa,

7i26/2014 10:50 AM

Out of piace

7/25/2014 9:04 PM

| enjoyed seeing pmple | went to mldcﬂa school with but thare was definitely an amount of amrﬁnnas becausa | wasnol
Invelved with a lot of things at my base schoal, It was more self-inflictad than anything and | iked the activities | wasa part of.

21

I feel like | don't want to be there. | would rather be at the Scholars Academy.

22

| fzel alittle cut of place and shy becatse | don't know anyene at my base school, and they don't make any effort to talk to me.
However, that's fine because | don'l make an effort to lalkto tham, either. | have all the friends | need at scholars, and | almost
feel like I'm supposed to live up to something I'm nat when I'm st the base school, and | den't like that feeling. When I'm playing a
spod, | focus on pedorming well there, rather than making friends, and that works for me.

7/25/2014 6:34 PM

7i25/2014 5:19 PM

7/25/2014 2:29 PM

23

24
25
26

While attending activities and parlicipating at my base school, | was able to feal Ik a *t * It also all d me to gay
connected to my friends from middle nchood whether it was pep rallies, foolball games, shaw choir shows, alc. However, as
answered previoudy, | Telt like | was not wanted, almod |ika the room became tenss when scholars students entered IL led'l |
could say this was only a student issue, but It was not. | wish to see that there isa better connection, that prog anm

accepted as part of their school, not as outsders. The Issie of fealing like cutsders will be fixed once peaple stop seeing
Schnlara ﬁude nis as others and start saeing tham as valued membars

| Yreal wry mu:h out of place when | attend activities such as pep rallies at rny base hlgh n:hnol

| have saveral fiendsal my base schoal, They malke me feel welcome. Hawever, al times, | may not receive the necessary

‘ I feel not wanted there and like an outsider, peopla smirkand anmr about me aad Scholams when they see me in the haliways.
‘ information that is given to all other gudantsin my group.

?f25d’2014 1 07 PM

7/25/2014 12:11 PM

7125/2014 8:42 AM

7i25/2014 8:30 AM
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Student Survey #2

27 I'm a part of a team when | paa‘ticlpata in sports at my base high school. | play with the people who | promised I'd spend the next 7125/2014 7:50 AM
two more years with them. I've created bonds with them and blished trust bety us, Making Scholars it's own school would |
saver the connection of having the same base high school and being able to talk about it
28 When attending and/or paricipating in activites at my hass school, | feel happy. I'm happy that | get to do things | love (lacmsse . 7/25/2014 2:29 AM
and drama). These activities are also a nice way to relax after leaving Scholars, which makes me feel calm.
29 | have fiends al my base school Lhat | keep in louch with lagulerly. so | feel included within nw circles. 7/25/2014 12:28 AM
30 Whan | attend an activity at my base school, | generally feel happy to be ahie to cannect with ma friends | have there and | Ti24/2014 11:52 PM
grateful thal | have to opporiunity to support them and my base school In athlet d despite geing to schelars. I'm proud
ol my base sshool and always enjoy attending football games soccer games, and pep rallies with the fiends | have Ihem
3 | feel normal. The first time wasweird bul that's how il js with new experences | have some really nice base school mersdu | 7/24/2014 10:47 PM
32 The ability o paricipate in bass school activities was very important in making my decision to atlend SA. | tuly enjoy ?,‘24.‘201 4 10:44 PM

participating in activitieslike tennis and Mack Trial. The sudents at CFHS are my friends and paers, and | anjoy the opportunity
to spend tima with them. Being an SA student does nol make ma feel ostracized or out of place. | don'l believe thal many peopla
outside SA undergand the number activities that we participate in or the willingness lo participate in activities if it is feasible.

33 I | feel |lka I'm at a public event with friends | 7/24/2014 10:37 PM
34 When | attend an activity or participate in an activity at the base high school, | feel asthough | can siill be active with my fiends | 7/24/2014 9:48 PM
at my base high school. Alsa, thelps me involved in my ce y |
35 | | feel pretly good because | am having a good lime. 7/24/2014 9:26 PM
36 I've participaled in the Junior Marshal ceramony, and | felt welcomed by my I’el!uw d.uder\lsand the admlnlwaﬂon The actual 712472014 9:05 PM
y practice felt hostile t of a lackof communication, but that feeling was shared by students of Scholars and of the
basa school. | had one gid comea up to the Sch 4 and apologize that we were being Ireated the way we were, because
we had come {o help out people that we didn't even know, and she didn'l leel thal we were being trealed fairy, so she apologized
on behalf of her school. The sudents were all very kind and | knew most of my fellow Marshals.
ar Itisa areat feeling to support my base school and ses old fiends 7/24/2014 9:03 PM
38 Nat Applicable 7/24/2014 8:56 PM
38 When | go to sports practices at the base school, it'snice to be able to still interact with and be able to talk o some of the sudents | 7/24/2014 8:20 PM
that | do not get to see regulady at Scholars whom | want to middle school with. It alfows me to keap up with news and meet mora
students who live near me. | really enjoy going to practice at the base school, because Il allows me to play my sport with a
different group of friends who | do not get to sse that often, who | have a special bond with, Practicing at the base school helps
me to feel more like a part of the Socastes sfudant body, b I'm rep g that school whenever we iravel to olher
schools for games. Attending practice at the base school alsa makes me feal more outgoing and postive becauss | don't
necessanly know all the players too well at the start, but can still bond with them when playing the sport. Practicing at the bass
school really helps me to be a team player as well because | am able {o atiend all pre-season conditioning sessonsand am able
to connect with others through the tough warkouts and challenges faced throughout the ssason.
40 I get lo sae all of the friends I've known since elementary and middle school, and we are all one big family in the marching bnar.' ?.’24:201 4 8:06 PM
I feel like | belong in the activity, especially Snce I've been an active member going on three years Most of all, | love supporting
the Braves by performing at football games.
41 | feel like | can connect with kids | lmew from middle school aswell as be a part of something meaningful and fulfilling fo me. 7/24/2014 8:.03 PM
42 Maockidal isone of the most important aspects in my life dght now. As you may know, last year, my team finished second In the 7/24/2014 7:50 PM
nation. Attending this activity al the base high school Isa necessty.
43 1 feel happy and like | befong. 7/24/2014 T:25 PM
44 Excited to see my fiends | have kept from Middle School and ready lo cheer on my frends in all their activities 7124/2014 7:25 PM
45 1like to sea my friends from middie school. And | gill like to support Socastas Ti24/2014 T:24 PM
45 Excluded, uninformad 72472014 7118 PM
47 | knaw the people who are there. They're nice to me |ust like family 25 If | didn't even leave at all, 7/24/12014 T:16 PM
48 1 will be an upcoming freshman at Scholars this year. | feel welcomed at activities right now, | don't think that everyone doesn't 7/24/2014 6:58 PM
like me |ust ber.aum | go ta the Scholars Mademy.
49 When | paﬂlcipale in activlliesata base school H‘aa! as uf the people at the base school are my friends. and those at mhuiarsara T24/2014 6:15 PM
my family, Both are an important part of my life.
50 During activities at my base school, | feel distant from the people i me b | don't know many people there anymore, | 7/24/2014 6:13 PM
slso feel more digtant becausa i generally participate at the scholars scademy activities rather than the base schools
51 It doasn't affect me. | fasl acceptad. 7/24/2014 6:01 PM
52 | feal warmly welcomed and accepled. The comradery is nice and is something | look forward o every day. 7!24:‘201 4 6:00 PM
53 | do not attend any aclivilies at my base schoal. 72472014 5:50 FM
54 | can do whatever | want, but | alwaysfeel like the schoalsare mpnml.aA 7i24/2014 5:44 PM
55 | ke reunmng with my old classmates and | feel happyln see and spend time wilh them 7124/2014 5:13 PM
56 | feel just like any other NMBHS studenl. Teams and r.lubsfnsf.era family like relation bet all paricipants, usually people 71242014 511 PM
from different grades or classes | am well connected at my highschaol so people know | go to SA but it doesn't change the
dynamics if anything.
57 | feel like a regular student and do not feel alignated at all, Ti24/2014 5:07 PM
&8 | If alone | feel out of placea. If with a companion or two | feel just like evarwna alsa. 7/24/2014 4:48 PM
—— e e — — e = | —
59 | nemmal don't, but If | had to l muh:l really Iﬂowsnﬂ:de (Il was anly at my basa auhool for a year). 7/24/2014 4:47 PM
80 A dnce nf sentimentaliity betwsen pecrple fusedto hmw. hul al.m a wany | 7/2412014 4:47 PM
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&1 Enjoy being part of a team and look forward to doing it on a regular basis 7/24/2014 4:31 PM
‘B2 It keeps me in touch with the peaple I've inown since slementary school, my firsd friends, 7i24/2014 4:27 FM
83 When attending events at my base school, | feel as though It is the awkward first day of school again. The students aren't any 7/24/2014 3:38 PM
diffarent than they wene at the and of middle school, but after three years, we've all moved on. | rarely talk with people at my basa
school and end up flocking with fellow Scholars students at meetings and pep rallies at my base school,
B4 It helps me feel connacted lo fiiends | do not get to see during the school day. I'sa way 1o gill spend time with friends that did 7/24/2014 3:20 PM
not go to scholars They never maka me feel like an outsider, because I've been going to school with them far years.
65 | do not like the kind of people al my base schoal, so | choose not to affiliale myself with them. 7/24/2014 3113 FM
66 | don't want ta because | don't care for their events. (other than what | already participate in) 7/24/2014 3:10 PM
&7 Out of place; whila it is technically my high school, | don't consider it my high sshoal, and | don't know anyone thera. 7/24/2014 3:08 PM
68 It's fine. 7/24/2014 2:55 PM
69 Depends an the activity 7/24/2014 2:53 PM
10 Even though | may enjoy the activity, | gill fesl distant from the other base school Kds | am considered to be an T/24/2014 2:44 PM
outsider, and stuggle to plete the aclivity without having lo stay up ext ly late at night in order to do homework Other
basa school kdswho also p pate in such an aclivily do not have this prablem, astheir work load is much lighter, meaning
they are nol as considerate about lime as| myssif may be. On a different nole, the activities | panicipate are the only
connections | have with tha base school. | have a fiand or two who | am able to catch up with,
A It feels different interacting wilh basa schotl peers and scholars peers | feal mora comfortable sumounded by those who attend 712412014 2:41 PM
scholars
72 Alittle left aut of the loop because we don't know what we happening T/24/2014 2:33 PM
73 I fael like | am not i with the people there. 7i24/2014 2:37 PM
T4 1 feel great and spirited. Since that is my base school you are more welcomed and less odracized by fiends at the base school. 7i24/2014 2:35 PM
75 | participate in athletics at my base school, by doing =0 it allows me to Interact and associate with people that | most likely 712412014 217 PM
wouldn't other wise know. | enjoy panicipating al my base school and would perhaps feel excluded if | were not able to do so. |
like to know that | always have the opporunity to participale and with my base school,
76 Feels good to be a par of a ieam along with the fiends | have trained with for yaars 72412014 2115 PM
ks | don't mind belng there...but my 8th grade year was my first year being a "student” of Canway high school 5o it hasno meaning to | 7/24/2014 2:11 PM
me. If my base were till North Myrtle Beach | would spend a lat more time at the school and | would enjoy the pep rallies more.
78 I feel out of place, W's very fortable and awkward. | chose notto go to CFHS for a reason and that's because | didn't belong 712412014 2,08 PM
there. | would rather nat go to anything al all al my base school.
79 | feel connected 1o my fiends still at MBHS, and | feel like I'm pad of a family. | have many fiends at Myrile Beach and after- 7/2412014 2:03 PM
school activities are practically my anly chance to talkto them. They also allow me to catch up an news and stories going
through the school.
80 | feal welcomed and enjoy being with my friends who do not attend Scholars with me. Generally, | am not looked at differantly Ti2472014 2:03 PM
b l attend Schol
81 | feel included, and | enjoy padicipaling in activilies al my base school. It helps keep me connected lo people who | would T/24/2014 1:58 PM

athernwisa be cut off with.
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Q5 Our current district policies dictate that
the valedictorian, salutatorian, and one
other student speak at the base high
school graduation ceremonies; however,
this policy can be changed by the School
Board. How important is the opportunity to
speak at the base high school graduation
to you?

Answered: 31 Skipped: 0
Extremely
important. ..,

. [
Not very
important. ...

Naot impaortant
to me.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Respanses
Extremely imporant. | would not hava chosen 1o attend the Scholars Academy if this were not an oplion. 17.58% 16
Impanant. = S 7 - B b _25.27% 2 23

_NnTmm_ — B - LA - _359% g
Not very important. It would not have affected my decigdon to attend the Scholars Academy., 30.77% 28
Not Imporant fo me. . - - _19_.78% 18
Total ] L E D
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Q6 If Scholars Academy had been a stand-
alone high school with class ranking
calculated only within the Scholars
Academy senior class, would it have
affected your decision to apply? Why or
why not?

Answerad: 31  Skipped: 0

Yes. It would
have affecte...

No, It would
not have...

0% 10% 20% 30%  40%  50% 80%  70% B0%  90% 100%

Yese It would have affected my declgon to apply. B6.81% 9
Mo, It woutd not have sfectad my dacison to apoly. | 13.49% 12
. Why or Why not? . . o
1 1t wouldn't affected my decision b all of thase mnkings are for peaple to =y “hey look at me and how good | have dana®, | | 7/28/2014 6:23 PM
really think that puts the other people who got jlm under thmr score down. |
2 It would punish the students who have ch amors rp demic path, Them Isno altendance area for SA, = SA | 7/28/2014 4:40 PM

sudents would ba predominantly and negatively affeclad If it were a gtand alone school. Them lsno benefit for any SA gudent
for 5A to becoms a dand alone school, only disadvantage.

It would Iruclllu pln sll Ihe smares sudents in Homy Counly agains each other for we mlhunl titles | would rather go l'or
ledictoran and slutalon ﬂmybm:hoﬂn@ln:ﬁﬂ«ﬂluﬁumwnmunmnnm

| 72812014 2:05 PM

| would not have rejectad the oppartunity to ive & suparar ed just for the puﬁhmly of hwln-n a higher classrank

| 71282014 1:58 PM

5 It would have eff i my decison lo apply b | lngw that | may be smart encugh to get Into the Scholar's Academy but
would not ba tha lop pamon in the school. If [t was stand alone | may have attandad and than choose to switch ta the bass high
school s that my school mak would not laok as bad, Being | am probably in the lower 50% of my scholars academy class my
college applications would be greatly hindered by that fact. Colleges get tons of applications and Irying to explain your speaial
situation asfo why your in the bottom hall of ynur class will nﬂlyI mu{al a few colleges

6 Because many titles and scholamships anly ga to m top five or un parcent nf sudants Out of my bass l'uw :chnul that is aboul
mautnlﬂchdll‘ahcnianymmabml?

7/27/2014 5:33 PM

72772014 9:23 PM

T Yasbu’.aunilwnuld hﬂ:e wlﬂbmpduagﬂnlmh athet for anking, GPA, l.',olbgilll ppeal, i d of usall
together and halping each other sul. This decision to pul SA studenis againg each athar would riin Ihe school. Alss, a child who
could have been in the top 5 at Iheir bass school, may be forced ta put 35/40 if this decidon was made, which In tum, would tum
away colleges

= s — — —

a8 My goal In coming to Scholam was to leam more and challenge mysell. Class ranking never crosed my mind when applying, I'm
mone d with b ing a betler student than just being abla (o sy "I was number one of two in my class” | fael thal
becoming a beller gudent |s vastly more Impomm in the leng run.

B I think it would only be advantageous to base school only. Nr parenis have already ered poor altitudes from the
offica g the lackof

71272014 6:59 PM

712772014 12:44 PM

7/27/2014 11:25 AM

10 hmlldnnihmal'b:hdmydﬂ:ldnn happlyuIumoh&chnhnlnodullubanwrlchallangodwlubeublu 1o explore
manyd'ffulnt areas of aduc.ll‘lm through collage r.ll-s

702742914 10:54 AM

" | | probably wauld not have lpnllud bec.auu 1 nould not have wanlsd o entara schoal dr\unn by compatition for class rank and

[ gmdesrsﬂmr than pamation and I 9. [t was the LACK of w!npsliﬂon that attracted ma (o the program the mun.

12 lmllbemonglhavarylup1%ofmyclsuaicamllnal’nm This mnking impacts schal *, and valed

which am balh vary importani to me. If my class ranking would be lost by going to scholars | would choose not 1o atland SA.
There would be a built in disadvantage going there.

13 Had the Scholar's Academy been a gand alune school when | had the opportunity 1o apply, | ldn't have, One of the things
that drew me to tha program was the clo of the sud and the banding, and | fee! that if class ranking were to ba bamed
on just the senior class at Scholars, it would take away from the caring env b It would acquire more of a "dog nal
dog” and “evary man for himsell® amblance.
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7/26/2014 10:48 PM

Ti2T2014 1:11 AM

7i26/2014 8:53 PM




18

19

}

i I've never been
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d with class rmnking

Schalars Academy- 858 program- creales an .nvlmnment that feeds persunal sacial and wnlluthic growth, Even though the
dudentscome from differant base high schools we support one anather to achieve and d. I it wars & stand alone school,
tha energy and schaool sructure would be dumngad, and the idea of attending would not be the same.

Anrﬁordnsal Scholarsismuch tnaller than ore Il # base school. Wouldn't this a!'fnct my chancual m:nMng mholmt;:ﬂ

we are g the fest Nds in homy county al this school, smiaryaanaqmnnlo come for studanta that day In the
program. This stans a lot of campatition, possibly those which would begin animosity, and it also leaves those who are smar and
do well, but not as well as those al the top of the rankng, to be left out of the chance 1o be a part of the lop, which is absolutely
possible s base schoois

Last year our lowest gpa lm)lng graduates ware cum lauda, it would bu absolutaly preposterous lo have tha lowed mnking student
in & class in the 4.0 range, they wauld not quatify for schalarships that kds at the base school with the ssma gpa would

7/26/2014 745 PM

7i26/2014 2:36 FM

7126/2014 12:56 PM

. 7/26/2014 10:50 AM

fent | 77252014 9:04 PM

J

Clas ankisi for colk

and larships, @ gand alona high school changes that.

n

22

|
|

Aot P T

Due to the small class sze and my o [ mntrunk‘ o p 4 }lwﬂdhmbmﬂliﬂl:ullbdsﬁmmydmsin
sich an elite group. | was abls o maintain an equal @stus smong my peersal the base school in a way that allowsd my fellow
dudenisio succesd

71252014 720 PM

7'1‘25-‘2014 B6:34 PM

Iwould have 'Ihought about it banlun It I'm sy 7ih for Schnlarland not get any good u:lmliri\ipl. Unilike If it counted with my

base high s:hocl where I'd probably be fimt and get a whole bunch.

71252014 5:58 PM

| have

y 110 go o and it wuuldn'l nhlngu my mfnd

7/2512014 518 PM
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35

| cama lo scholars o gel the best Idur.aﬂm I couid and the benefits that came with lt were lha best fit for ma, There are more
benefits for more students whan class ranks ars from the bass school; there are more achiclarship opporunities for mora Sudems
when lhey‘m in the top 10&511201! rather than the l.np 10 of 50.

7/25/2014 2:29 PM

4 1

This yaar, the g i r.!aaol" Holans A y was 26 students Of those 26, all were eligibile for Palmeatta Fellows
of Life Schulaﬂupahmﬂnm meaning Mwan top graduates of their base schools Howsver, if mnkings ware within
Scholars Academy, one parson will ba numberanae and one will be number 28, Colleges don't asem fo care that thers are only
26, that you worked hard to ba whare you Bm. If you are 26 out of 26 then you are lagt. | have woned slongside thoss 26, and they
am wme of the modt hamd working peopla | have evar imown, some more then cthers, but thaless. They wanled o achieve s
much, and they warked hard for4 yearsta get lo snlor ceremony. How can you tell somaone who has mcalved all As their high
school career thal they ars, say, number 3 In thelr mnk 3 out of 26 isabout 11% to 12%, making them Ineligible by South
Carolina and Homy County stlandands for several major scholamships Racently an article came out thal gated many sudents at the
y graduate and leave the sata. Oul of the 26 that graduatad this past June, only approximately B sudents are
taking opportunities out of 2ate. Yas that isabout an eighth of the class, but that also means 18 othar sudents are staying in:
date, College isexpansive, and il Scholam was ils own stand alane school with Intemal mankings, the whala dynamic of Scholars,
the coupemtion, would ceass 1o exid. Indead of a coopemtion, it would become compelition, The family setting that | have
Inown and loved would disappear and Scholam Academy would no longer be a family, The motto, "Dare to Know," would no
langer apply. Sludents would not leam anymare, they would memorze. They would ace, bul they would nut prnnt. If Scholars
does become its own schoal, the traditional class rank system would not be able to apply ta this prog "

hasto be las-don't make Smeons \uho works harl be lad because of class szes

/2512014 107 PM

| Welass mank was only based on the SA senlor clnss, | feal that everyone would become much more competitive, We are able to

TNlmld have affected by dacll!nri o apply bucuuu mlls I de love the ﬁgo!nl the prog)

work tagether so well mosily because we don't sea each clher as opponents Changing the mnking sydem would farce seniom to
compete against each other. | would not have applied 1o enter SA If class mnkmnnly based on myclm

| 71252014 12:11 PM

| would naver have applied to Bcha!u I'ma ni!'hd mlhﬂcwlﬂn‘l compets with tha ranks of soma of the ol'her Kds that ars
hers at SA, and | wouldn't have gottsn half of the scholarthips | recelved if il was mnm within tha mhur.lu

| had two goals for high schoal: get into the Schalars Academy and join mrwmmm. 11 wasny ibl&tn do oncoﬂhm. 1 dndn“!
want to do the other.

l 772512014 B:42 AM

T/25/2014 7:50 AM

and | ing, tha fition that
waould take place for class ranks would be aven worse than they are now with Schol and k malnmha-

hools. Thisist y allows usithe studenis) suppor each omumham fra-unq Mumunr::ll-tlnk.
The anly peopl peting® forin cluurunl-an the peopla who aftend the samea base school as us and the base school
Hds

We are “c

own schoal at lh_é time

Becauss It would be extramaly difl'lr.ul! o whlau a good ranking vﬁ!hln me Schalars Academy and a |ot of my mlnlirmﬂm with
my close fends would be | ined tn wich an anvi

712512014 2:29 AM

TI25/2014 12:28 AM

—— - T
Bacausa while | stand &t the tap 1% of mum high achaol, | ssspect | wouldn't be anywhera near that il | wasd to be compared to

Kdsat scholars, b the palition is much grealar ihere, Also I thal was the cass | wouldn'l be eligible for neardy as many
date = holarships or awards 1o help lurther my education In college. | would not have atanded |f scholars had been it's

7/24/2014 11:52 PM

Competing agsing other schal
school,

wauld destroy the program and my scholarship ch I'would be better off al my base

As an Bth gmder | may not have fully undmlaodﬂulmnll:#ﬂomolm bui 25 a sniorwho und ds the req tsof

1 ati hak ps 8ic. this isvery important. Many scholamships and colleges consider class unt to be an
nnpammt faclur. if SA was a ssparate school, we would be ssvarely disadvantaged. Last year, we had almost 30 sludents who
ware in Junior marshals in a class that is only dightly larger. Each and every ons of thoss studenla would bae aligible for the vast
majority of scholamhips based on class rank, because they wers In the top 5% of their class ranMng. il SA wos a ssparate chool, 2
or 3 of thosa sudents would have a similar dalus In daﬂ mnk

H would have because | like to be abla lo hava the npnuﬂumty to participate al my base school with spors and such. At the end
of sight grade | went to all thase meslings saying that | won't have fo miss out on my high sahool expenance bacause 1) be able
to participate with my basa high schoal.

yet it would add an unnacessary strain none the lems

There are Incentives to ba In 1ha top 5 and 10 percant of Iha clan which will be taken away for most of us since only 4 students
maka up the top 10 t. Relationshipa b 1 the sludents are gronger than to ba broksn by this pdded level of compatition,

It would have affected my decision lo apply b | wanl o see how a Schol
fiarmal high school sludents mnking, inead of with anly Scholams Academy senior class.

with a

Acmd T

rank

11718

712412014 10:47 PM

TI2412014 10:44 PM

TI24/2074 10:37 PM

?QHEO‘H 10:14 PM

712472014 9:48 PM
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I think my GPA cnuld dill contend with those al scholar's:

T/24/2014 9:26 PM

37

Schulsm Academyisa- scfmol full of top achlevars. Classank is s imponant ta admlaonsand lo s:hnlarmipsand to rank us
within entire classes of tap gudents is going to homibly impact everyone, especially thoss who end up being at the bottom, who
may gill have GPAs over 4.0. Everyone at Scholars is here becauss we work harder than most studenls We eam our grades. Qur
teachers don't just hand out A's and we don't sit back and collect high scores l-and many of my fellow Scholarsam furious thal
people want to penalize us for working hard and g excellent grades. To pit usagains each otherin a battla of GPAsis
beyond cruel, and | am honified that Is even being suggested. The notesfrom the maeting on July 214t note that this entire

di ion Is being pushed by base school parents who seem lo have laken offense that we are ssemingly being favorad over thair
children, which isn't true. If they wanl their studants to succeed as we do, |l isenlirely possible 10 do so. They will have to workas
hard as we do, but il can be done even al their base schools.

7/24/2014 9:05 PM

| would have fell that | was placing mysell at a disadvantage when applying 1o colleges and scholarships

7/24/2014 9:03 PM

39

If Scholars wasits own school with class ranking caleulatad anly within the Scholars senior class, it would have affected my
decision 1o apply becausa if class rank was only within the Scholars Academy, the oppartunities for college scholarships and
opportunities would not be as great. I'm approximataly number 2 in my class at my base school cumently, but would be probably
ranked in the leens al least If it were only within the Scholars Academy. Honestly, I'm workdng as hiard as | can wark ight now. The
reason | came to Scholarswasto challenge myself and to help eam an education resulling In greater opportunites for my future,
not ta make (| impossible for me to succeed. | feel lika if Scholars had a mnk system, my whole education would tum into a |
competition. The Scholars Acad Iready igts of the "bes and brightesl" of the county; if a rank system was pu! inlo place,

| feel asif even more pressure wnuld ‘ba put an grades and test scores, and | honsatl)r don't Imnw if1 could handle that exira strass.

Considering the most recant gradusling class anly consisted ol 26 students, only a few uould have been awardad mholarmlps
hased on clasank | would've felt like It would be too much pelition to handle, ting an tive en 1. For |

ple, the LIFE scholarship requiresthe appli 1o rankin the top 30% of lheircla.'a 0u1 of 28 siudenia only 7 or 8 out of |
the enlire class would qualify. On the same note, the Pal Fellows schal pisanly ded to the tap 6% of the class,
equating 1o only a mere 1 to 2 sludents Under the t amang tof the mosl, if not all, of the seniors qualify for
sald scholarshipa

7/24/2014 8:20 PM

7i24/2014 B:06 PM

41

| Classrank is somathing that is very important 1o me and | would not have to risk losng some scholarship opporunities because of

It

42

43

I did not chosa 1o atlend a privatized academy. | chose 1o atiend a s:hool in which my academic achievements are mared wnh |
my base high school,

The problem with class ranking in the Scholars Mndmy would mean lha! 1hem would be a lop and homm of the ranking of
intelligent sludents. The person on the bottom would be at the bottom at Scholars, but arty their base schoal, they would be at the |
top. Thiswauld interfere with scholarships The student would be worthy of excellent scholarships, but since hefsha isat the

bottom of & very compatitive and intelligent class ranking, they would not be eligible. This problem would not occur if they were |
at their basa schoal, |

o 1 ih

If scholars ny Kds are comp g then even If you have an amazing GPA then you may still be 10th, 20th, or even
30th in your classwhich isvery unfalrto kids as smart as scholars kds

Eecsusa then lcsn‘l sze my friends as much. And Scholars has no

| 7024i2014 8:03 PM

7/24i2014 7:50 PM

7/24/2014 7:25 PM

7i124{2014 7:25 PM

7/24/2014 7:24 PM

If enly a class of 30 or so people graduated by the end of senior year, it'd be a blood bath far scholarships and val/sal,

When | applied 1o Scholams, eaming

All of the opportunities for us would be nerfad really. Say it wasa classof 23 and you wers 23 you would get absolutely nothing
even though you may be-1 or 2 in your bass high school.

It would affect me becauss we won'l be able 10 help each other because everyone will be compating with each other, It also
won't lookas good lo colleges if you are 30 oul of 50 scholars Sudents{which is really good bul colleges wan't know that) rather
than 9 out of 300 in the base schools. | personally think Scholars should hot be a stand-alone high school,

It would highly affect my chance at getting scholarships. | would of had a belter chance compaung with my fellow studenis at the
base school (no offense intended, but some people there do not care as much about as Yy at scholars does..

Some prefer the fing aris or athietics). |

I feel tha! it wnutd affect my deci toapply b | would not be able to keep up with my fellow students as it is. My ranking
at the base school s aslow as it is, and making the scholars academy a stand alone school would make my ranking even worse.

7/24/2014 7:18 PM
7/24/2014 7:16 PM

T/24/2014 6:58 PM

71242014 6:15 PM

7/2472014 6:13 PM

Lo e

was important to me. Since then, my apinian has changed., Cumently, it
isnol imporiant becausa | realized attending Scholars hurt my chances of eaming valedictorian.

52

T/24/2014 6:01 PM

far-..?-..' shi

It would lessen my opp I'wouldn't even consider SA if that wera the case.

¥ Y

53

54

55
56

57

58
59

712472014 6:00 PM

One reason | chose to attend the scholars academy was o be glven better opportunities which come from being ranked based on
my base school, If | was mnked based off of ather scholars academy students | feal that a lof of these opportunities would become
unavailable lo me.

Why muld I wani o compate With people whose ilwa revolve around s:hcnl? It'sa much snarer dsc}dnn lo slay with the crowd
whera |t |seasest lo succaed. |

BvVen worss.

It would change my poatuon asa big fish in a big pond to a hny figh in a small pand |

Imuld have bieen concemed that Scholars would makes me look bad on college applications. It's bad enough GPAsare harderto |
maintain at Scholars, and if halfl the school dlars being recognized as ihe lower 50 percent |t would make Scholars students look

I'da not believe it would be fair, it would tum the tables for us lnﬂead uf being In the top of our school, it will anpaarlhat we ars |
at the bottem. Such as the lowesl scaring scholar student will seem to be in the bottom of hisschool, when really ha is much
farther in his basa school, |

— — e S =

712412014 4:47 PM

7/24/2014 5:50 PM

| 712442014 5:44 PM

7i24/2014 5:11 PM

Ti24/2014 5107 PM

I didnt care about rankings it was more about meeting people |

I came to Scholars to be in a challenging anvlmnmant In which | could flourish academically and socially. Over the last lhm |
years, | have accomplished thesa goals In making my decision 1o come to Schaolars, | was not concemed with |
valedictorian/salutatorian or with my GPA. It was tha promise of a school that emphasized academic rigor through caring |
teachers small class sizes, and the ability to determine your academic path through a wide amay of available classes and not the
benefits of more scholarship money, more college credits; and a better chance at recelving valedictodan/salutatorian titles that
drew me to The Scholars Academy. |

12/18

TI24/2014 4:47 PM

712472014 3:38 PM
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61

| prabably still would have chosen scholars, but it would have been a vary tough decision instead of an easy ane. I've wanted to |
be valedictonan snce | knew what it was One reason scholars seems so great is becausa (t's smart lds being challenged together
and helping each other out. Thene is healthy competition that makes us striva to be better bul it's not stressful. If ranking was
galculated in scholars, the competition would be temible, and the overall atmasphere of scholars would be changed. Instead of 2
camaraderie between tha top 10 students, it would ba vicious compalition thal would add another area of sress ta the sudents,
which is not ssmething Ihcy need. |

7/24/2014 3.:20 PM

The peeple hera are g and |

it pet udth them to get scholarships. |

62

Ritting high-achieving sludents tognlher in & ranking s,rdem waould twm the place into a war zone, It would have decreased the |
prubability of me applying. |

Ti24/2014 3:13 PM

7/24i2014 3:10 PM

63

It would not affact my decis
work harder.

toapply b

itis<ill a great program, and | think Ihat adding that compaetition would make us

64

Because colleges like high class mnks

65

7/24/2014 3:08 PM

Ti24/2014 2:55 PM

7/24/2014 2:53 PM

66

87
68

It would causa a lot more competition within each grade and we would be placed lower at 1uwranh.

Yes, as It would have affected my decison to apply, asmy class anking may be deemed "poor” by some colleges, which may

bt Aidat

|.
Excelling isexcelling. [

prevent ma from not only gaining scholarships. but possibly may prevent ma from really being considered an el
for some top universties We work so hard at Scholars; being Junior Marshal at tha base school isa reward that d‘ic\uld not be
taken away. Also, we are a FAMILY al Scholars. Class ranking within the Scholars Academy senior class would destroy this

. and Scholars, asa result, would never be the same.

i T

T/24/2014 2:44 PM

Ti24/2014 Z:41 PM

Becausa at a school like schol
schoaol

Idn't want all my free time to be taken and kept focused on

petition isalready tight. |

€9
7o

| wuuldn"l get the same chancesio gel a scholarship asanother bass school sudent.

Ti24/2014 2:39 PM

Ti24/2014 Z:37 PM

That would have been homible. | doubt | would have wanted o attended scholars if thal was the case. It would have been foo
compeatitive and made it hander to be successful. Scholars has the top people from the bass schools generally s you would losa
that and people who would be at the top would now seem nat as smart since their rank would be low at scholars It would ruin
everything scholars stands for aslong as family and helping each other goes.

tal

72

I1 would significanily reduce my ability lo obtain scholarships as | would ranked out of 36 In&ead of 250+, The negalesany
part ofthe t

7/24/2014 2:35 PM

?32412014 2:34 PM

If this were the case at Scholars Academy It would have definitely affected my decision to apply. It would have been a concem
but it may not have been reason to pravent me from applying. | would have considersd how it would affect my academic caresr
&nd how competitive i would cause sudents to be with one another. Though, | would have mod likely still applied, | may have
been more hestant in doing so.

T124/2014 217 PM

73

| participate in athletics and such a system would not allow to compete al {he same level | do with my base school.

T4

75

at Sehal

| wouldn't have apptied at all, There are few senl d to mas others and it wouldn't be fair lo them at all. We
work hard h asit s, making us te againg each other would be temble. We wouldn't be aswilling to help others and

we wouldn t get any daep benaﬂsn we wuld be wolﬁng even harder every night.

Ti24/2014 2:15 PM

7i24/2014 211 PM

You can't ranlmsagalnﬂ mh r.nhe.r ESPECIALLY during our sanior year, | can guarantee you some of us wauld drop out during
that year if we had to compete againgt each other. Why would | go to a school/ stay at a school where | would ba 30/50 as
opposed to 3rd at my base school?

76

77 i

=,

| would not want to atlend if | were not able (o be pan ol my base n:hani becauss | have haon a student at Myrile Beach since |
was 5 years old and | would nat sacrifice that for the sake of a schoal. Base schools offer high enough levels of academics that
scholars would be too big of a2 change to make it lalsa g In numermus school activities thal would be
unavailable to me If | attended a differant schoal. Academics Is nat my entire Iife and it would have 1o be If | were solely a
scholars student,

E Hind

| of

| know thal elass rank d some lipsand | want to have the hest opportunity 1o ive those schalarships My
h would be | d if class ranking was calculated only within the graduating class at Scholars due o the competitive
nature and analler classsize

| 71242014 2:08 PM

7/24/2014 2:03 PM

| Ti24/2014 2:03 PM

It would have made me think about it a bil more, because your rank is being calcutated within such a small group, and being
10th out of 50 looks different than it would it you were 10th out of 300,
Hawng clas ranldngsuﬂhin a:hularswnuld cause a bloodbath, |

13/18

7124/2014 1:58 PM

7i24/2014 1:57 PM
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Q7 In your opinion, should Scholars
Academy become a stand-alone high
school?

Answaersd: 91  Skipped: B

Yes

It does not
matter to me.

0% 10%  20% 0% 40% 50%  60% 0% 80% 0% 100%

Whather of not the I femy is called a stand alone high school doesnt matler to me. | already lael that
scholars academy is my nnly high school, and Hael no aswociation with Carolina Foreat high schoel.

WORST IDEA EVER...THIS IS TFE QUICKEST WAY TO RUIN THE PROGRAM.. PLUS, THE DISTRICT WOULD BE WASTING $8  7/27/2014 5:59 PM

MILLION IF THAT HAPPENED...

| dnﬂmmly feel asmaugll 1| ilouh! be a sand alm high schoel. | hm heard many sipponed baneﬁlsfmm tha -:hml remaining | 7/27/2014 12:44 PM

a program, but thesa argumenis fall lo address the main Isue. The ssue |s aver whether or not scholars shauld ba Its own school
to begin with, nat the cumant benefits of the program, To begin with, from a very smplidic v int, | belleve thit It s vary
difficult to say that Scholars, for all practical pum Ia1't already ite own a:tmoi Every momlng | dfive about 25 minutes to get
thare, and when | go home memnnmpaudlhlwhml | supposadly go lo, Wa te on an entiraly diff
schedule than the other schools have our own leachers have our own building, and are perfectly ssif sufficient. Thil next
semagter, | will be laking 5 demic cl 1 Scholam and i grand tolal of 0 st Myrtle Beach, Wl’lﬁuldlbu:l“ﬂ.dcta
myrtie beach gudenl than? | have abmlulely no invol 1 with tha school on 2 day to diy bass, take no classes thare, only
know 2 teachers there, and drive by It each dayali mtum from the school | actually attand. In Hight of all /is | find (hal labeling

holars a “program” Ig tha day to day reality of it operating as its own schoaol. Moving along, there are als argumenits that |
my Scmhﬁmld remain a progmm in erder for students to have adequate ability to padicipate in sports, music programs, and
other extra cumcular activities at their biase schools Thislsa pedecily legitimata 1, but | don't believe it justifies Schol
mmalining a program. Il Scholars were io become i1sown schoal, why nat smply male an ption allowing for peaple o |
paricipate in spors and music prog as thay previoudly did? Scholars doesnot have the ability to fully nl'ler Ihnn thinga =
gudents should be allowed mnumhnﬁura:hudsh pllii:lpau In them. However, scholamn can inly offer h ! |
and fleld demic taams, o sudents can participate In those al scholars Although mn cumcular activities ars important, |
!eelnlhcmghlhnymwng:_dltmﬂnnmmmlnluulnlnlmfy | g a pregram even when the academic
situation should take precedant. In short, students nead (o be able 1o participats at base schools, but thisis nathing that a gmple

ti idn't add ielding to the fact that =udents tale all of theircom Ie el at Schal Lllly. much has

been m.dc of class ankings .lnd howtl‘m tie into scholamhip money. Many u:hulm‘nlm awarded on 2 bama in some way
intluding class ranking, so them |sa very strong interest for tudents to do well in that regard. Currently, we are judged in the class
rankings of our basa high schools, which makes it much easer fur Scholars dudents ta be higher n their class mnkings.
Nonetheless, | faal that this stuation Is | Y 1o var principles Asa studant, | belleve that | should be judged against
the people | am in the same environment with. | mlnk Ir's marally wrang for my fellow sludents lo say "l want 1o ba challenged and
0 1o & schoal with difficult classes and smart Kdstike me, but | don't want 1o ba judged againd them.® To me, thal Is hypocrsy. If
wa go to sshool togather, take classs logather, 2udy togelher, lisan togather, and leam logather, why should we be judged
ssparataly from each cther? Wa should not be. We should be judged agai ives Why? B that's what Scholam do.
Scholars push each othar. Scholats encourage each other. Scholars challenge each other to ba tha bast they can be. If people
weni o scholars just 1o help their class rank or 1o boos their GPAs. | honesily bslieve (hal thay shauldnt be hame. Education is

mofe than giving someona & plece of paper after 4 years. | fesl complatel fident that If | dedicate myseil at Scholars and
remain willing to leam, | will have no lrouble with highar aducation. | get Saon my AP axams, my GPA isvery high, and with 3
succesful SAT, | will gel planty af scholarships | do nol nead 1o be gifled the title af valedich orsalutatarian, | noed a

whool, nol a program. In closing, If scholars became Its own scheol, | is likely | would not be number 1 In my school. But rest [
amured, my school would be number 1, |

14/18

A .
Yes 4
No 81
It does nol matter fo me. S5A% 6
Total 9
. Commants =
1 Tha schal di I y meams to function very gmilar to a “namal® school, just with great demic Intansly, 8 faw TI28/2014 1:58 PM
| fewer slubs, and hsmtng vim Iun high schools \M\ilu there isthe |sue of class mnk, it does stem unfair to rank scholars academy
sudents alongside basa school students when scholam sudents have both the ad ge and disadvantage ol having higher lavel
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Students at Scholars work hard to achieve the resulis that they do, Students at base schools complain that "they da tha same 7127/2014 10:54 AM
amaount of work® as Scholar students, but that is not the case. If students al base schools are takng 2-3 AP classes a year, pasing

the exams, and taking 2-3 college classesa semester then by all meansthey are doing the same amount of work. The fact is, they

don't. Everyone had the same chance lo apply lo he a parl of Scholars in 8th grade and those who didn't and begin o regrat it

their senior year have no If Scholars A y a standal high school, many scholarship opporunities from

base schools would be lost. Would it be right fo punish hand working sludents in arder to allow others who didn't want to put In the

time or effort to benafit? The way Scholars s set up now allows for all the students who put in the effort to reap the hanefits that

come with it. By making Scholars a gandalone high school, we would be teaching the studant of base schools that taking the

easy road rather that the tough road doesn't matter as they would end up with the same results as Scholars gudents who took the

tough road. In addition lo this, the only thing looked al when ranking is lhe number- il matters nol how close sudents were 1o each

other, thus that would be the ultimate downfall of Scholars, a community of gudents who, many times have ranks that come |

down to a hundredth of a decimal. In addition to this, many colleges won't lock at the dgor of the high schodl thus placing a
persan ranked 10th at Scholarsin the same bin s someana ranked 10th at the bass school. If Scholars b a standal
high school it would only hurt the udents who put in the effort and help those who look the easy road.

| cannot stress how much of a hamible idaa | think this Is Not only is thisidea poordy plannad, bul lacks legitimate foundation in 712712014 1:11 AM
the best interest of the sudents Thisdecison would ially be harming the standing and scholamship opportunities of the most
talented studentsin the county becauss they chose to step out in s2arch of a challenge. Not only will Scholarslese enrollment
and application ralesif it were to become an independent school, but it wauld smply become an overall worsa place lo be.

o

I'm not sure of what the ara (positive or negative) lo ust ing & gtand-alone shool. 7126/2014 7:45 PM

-

In my eyes (and of my peers), Scholarsis a sanctuary that invites all stud from vari wnsand citles In Homy County to grow 7/26/2014 2:36 PM
and leam.They prepare you for college and your high school career, Thisbeing ssid, a sland alane high school would simply rin
the goal of Scholars Academy. Those who joined it {ssme of the best pedorming students in the county- after all, they are picked
by scores and varous other things) would compete against one another for such things (rac ledi , ete). Also, Ifwe
were to become a stand alane high school, there are many disadvanta Extracumiculars would bs fimited. Despite our new

| building. wa have na gym (o the pracli tingsof sparts teams or space forit.

I will ha Ieaving if thlshappe ns. That isnot a threat, but my set decison. 71261201 4 10:50 AM

No, Scholars Academy was not ted (in my opinlon) to graduat d Mlha dipl It was ted to chall flent | 7/25/2014 6:34 PM
sudents in Hamry Counhf and prepare them for college. Becoming a stand alone high nchnol lakes away necessary Iins to the
ity as well as tesan unprudu:t[vely competitive atmosphers in the sudent body.

I would not care if it wasn't for how much scholarship monay I'd reci 7125/2014 5:58 PM

Whila communication with ma baaa schoolsis flawed, we can improve that, Students have more oppoﬂuniﬁasforschdam}p 7125/2014 2.29 PM
money and VALISAL nomination asa program rather than a stand-alone school, Also, it benefits the base schools by bringing
their test scores up and thus qualifying them for more grants and scholarships | think the way we have things now is the best for all
pam‘es involved.,

Maka ScholarsA,cadumy a dsnd-slone schoal, then you wiil kil me prng:arn Spoahng with other sludents, making Scholamsits 7125/2014 1:07 PM
own school would automatically remove at least half of the cument enrolled sludenls from the program. No one would want lo go
1o a school where they are no longer important to a sanse. Many students ch to go 10 Scholars Academy b they want
ta better themselves, but how can a patitive atmosphare fostar| g7 Many students feel lost at a big base school, and
that's anaother reason why they will come to a Il inity, Scholars Academy isa di L ily, that's really it. A
family. Ask most sudents, face to face, and they will tell you they feel lika pari of a family. Base schools consst of cliques of
students, but Scholars congsls of large cliques of people. The rising Senior class throughout the year gets together in one large
group, gaing out to eat and to the beach. Mot of those students would never have met each otherif they had not come to
Scholars, and mast of them would not have come if Scholarswas a sland-alane school, Making us a stand-alone school will
desiroy the program that makes Homy County ahead of itstime, a place that students can get an edge they will work hard 1o
desarve and be part of a larger community of athletes, academics and fiends. If Scholars Acad had been a stand-alone
school, | may not have ever attended, and | would never have benefited from a group that heiped me through so much, If you
break us fram base schoals, then you break us from each other. Make us a stand-afone school and you break up a family.

13

absolutely not it would be the worst mts‘nie Hnrry County Schoolswou#d ever make In itsentire exigence. | 7125/2014.8:42 AM

14

One of the larged and most influential henema about going lu Scho%aasas that we are given the opporiunity 1o continue to keep 7/25/2014 7:50 AM
up with our base school fiends If Scholars becames stand-alane, we will losa the cor tion ta many people thal we've known

our whole lives and we'd be seen as outcasls to our old soclal group. Not knowlng anyone going inta high school Isfrightening,

but when we gill have our base school friends, we don't feel alone,

15/18



15

16

Student Survey #2

Scholars Academy was and isthe bes choice for me. | love SA a lot. The atmosphere here isthe cozy and welcoming, 7/25/2014 2:29 AM
something | wouldn't get at my base high school. Since Scholarsis so small, | am able to have closer relationships with not anly

my el but the uppemcl aswell. | chose Scholars because It was the place | felt at home. I'm glad | came. Sure,

il's not all sunshine and roses all the lime. We quamel, we're cranky, we're tired, and we can't wait until Friday at 2:15 so wa don'{

have to deal with the people around us Those are the limes where we grow stronger as students and as people. After thoss

periods (around finals and 3rd quarter), we all come cut a batter group of peaple. When everyons isnot running an mere hours of

deap, coflea, and the comfon of sweatpantsand t-=shirts, we are all ususlly chatting and helping each other with homewark and

concepls thal make no sense. The teachers here are some of the best teachers I've had, If we are ever having a problem. whether

It be a concept or something we want to share with our teachers, they are there to support us My fellow sudents are also

supportive. Never do | walk in and nol s2e a happy person here, Tha joy that from this prog ish of everyons
warking together, nol againgt each other. | accredit this logethemess to the fact that we all are nol competing against one another
for class rank Working together, whether it be Spirl Week events or b rkor doing inity servica, | knaw I'm with people

whao are wonderful, Indde and oul. This program isn't just a program to me. N'slike a family. No, it's not like a family. We ARE a
family, | condder Scholars Academy my "school” because thal's where | am getting my education. However, | also considar my
base high school, Camlina Forest High School, to be my *school® too because I'm being educated thera aswell, | may not be
receiving an academic education there or leaming some the life lessons | am leaming at Scholars, but | am receiving an
education aboutl my sport, drama, and the halancing act of being an advanced student and participating In other activities At
SA, | leam about parabolas and Wutharing Heights and gemymandering and chemicala At CFHS, | leam aboul stopping goals
and leaming my linas quicMy. Scholars and Carolina Forest are both my schoels We all know about the complainis fram the bass
school Kdsand their panents about how we as Scholars Kids are at an advantage because of the program. EVERY sudent in their
Bth grade year in Homy County Schools has the option of applying to Scholars We worked hard to get Into Scholars, and we
worked even harder to stay. Why should we be made our own school because other sludents feel threatened by us? We all had the
chance to come here. If you didn't take the chance, then you won't reap the benefits The Individuals from the base schoolsalso
claim itisimpossble or near impossible to be yian, sal ian, etc becausa we ha\m an advantage. Yas we have an |

advantage bacauss we take advanced classes Howaver, |t is not impossible or near impossibla for basa school Kdsta be
ledictarian, salt ian, etc. There am basa school kdswho have beaten out Scholams kds for valedictorian before. The ones

who beat the Scholars kdsweare the ones who worlked hard and didn't plain about the advantagss other peeple had, Thoss
Wdsworked for their place. As have Scholars Academy alumni who were valedictlonan, salutatorian, ete and we as Scholars
Academy members, Being in this program is perfect asa because | gel the intendty of the classes here
and the ability to play lacrosse and act al my base school. Being able to do activities at iy base school has allowed me to stay
connected fo my base school and the peaple In it, With Schaolars being it's own school, | would not ba abla ta play sports formy
base school due to rules cenceming playoffs | would have 1o choose between the sport I've grown up with and the school I'm
beginning to become grown up |n. Why should we be forced to make a decison like this? We shouldn't. | don'l want fo have lo |
make a decision like that, neither should the majority of the Academy wha also pariciy in activitias at our bass schools
Please maka the decision to keep Scholars Academy asa program and not a stand alone high school. | love both SA and CFHS
too much to let go of one. Ohana means family and family means nobody gets left behind. We at Scholars are a family, so please
do not leave any of our opinions behind as you make your ﬂecilmn Thank you.

ot b bt "

"rrmdraw|o1he3cholmmmamyrurmewaa spect, freed, ,n:-«-* ity, and an intell 1y d envi t.The | 7/25/2014 12:28 AM

more control the distict has had over the ingtitution, the more these things have faded; With more studants, the closa knit family
g and inarily high level of intellectualism has faded, and because teachers can no longer have close relationships
with students; the mutual respect has faded. The policiesthe district enacts are for the "typical® high school student, one that
takes advaniage of personal liberties and dogsn't follow proper behiaviaral codes When | firt came to Scholar's, it struckme how
much the students respected the rules and the authority of tha teachers and how much the leachers trusted and relied upon the

dents With a tinual £ jening, this incredibly unique situation has became nearly impossible, Not only are thare now |
sudents "chealing” the system, the trust that once made the school feel welcoming and safe has been raplaced with an ever
shrinking opportunity for diffs and g It truly saddens me to sae what's happening, and becoming a sland alone high

school would be the nail in the coffin to end the vison of what the schoaol mnuld ba and stand for once and for all. I

e | S

Scholars should not become a sland alone schoal for a great number of reasons 1. The vast majority of the wdant body doesnot | 7/24/2014 1152 PM
want the scholars academy lo become & stand alone high sshoal, and it wauld be wrong to disregard that (n favor of appealing to
entitled, whiny base schoaolers and their p 2.8 holars dudentsare peting amangs th lves, with the
exception of those who are apar of the same base school, it allows for a uniqua culture to develop in which students celebrate
the accomplishments of ane another without envy or bittemess. Thiswould be ruined if scholars was it's own school. 3. Scholars
academy students if compared lo their classmates asoppesed to the KWds In their high school, the vast majority would lose their
class rank, as a result of their substantially | d competition, as a DIRECT result of this students would losa sgnificant
scholarships sponsored by both the date and universties, This may not seem like such a big deal until you consider the facl that
the lowast 25% af the graduating class would probably avarage a 3.75 GPA, thiswauld be a grossinjustice to deny usour hard
eamed rank and scholarships 4, The clalm tha! scholars academy students are competing againg kids that *dan't have the sme
opportunities asthem" is blatantly false. Any and | repeat any student at Socastee that finds him or herssif in compatition with me
for the title of Valedictodan or Salutatordan could have gone to scholars and taken the classes that | have taken, Do not tell me
that opportunity was not given to others, because that isa blatant lie. On the other side of that same coin, If | went lo socastee, I'd
still be in compelition with those sama kids and I'd ill have a remarkable class rank do not blame me nor my program for
whatever titles or rewards other sudents have not been awardad. 5. Making scholars its own school would further alienale scholars
academy swdenls fram their peers al their base school, leaving them with a relatively small pool of fiends 6. Schalars
enmiiment would drap, not only as a result of the things mentioned above, bul also because ane of the main promisas made al
any scholars academy open house isthat students will not be denled thalr own "high schoel experdence.” Without proms (lo which
the yearly winter formal 1s NOT and commensurate substitute) or sports teams or pep rallies for gudants to attend, the high school

expefignce that scholars faculty have worked o hard to make a viable opp y will be crushed. 7. We all lmaw tha real reason
base school parent are having temper tantrums over scholars, is becauss they want their chitdren comp g ag less
academically ineli i 1o raise their class rank and make tham look belter for colleges. Dan't try to tell me thisisn't the

cass, because we all sea right through It, and It's disgusting, underhanded, and unacceplable. Scholars academy studants would
be every bil as succassful if they went to their base schools, and would il be competition for the students they'rs warking so hard
lo grant an undeserved advanlage 1p. 8. Base schools would suffer a5 well if scholars were to become Its own school, Thay need
our SAT, ACT, and PLAN scores as wall as our AP scores to factor into thair statiglics and yeary records to make themsslves look
better to the distrct. Bass schools have always profited off the hardwark of scholars academy students, and | find it deplorable that
these sme people have the audacity to say that WE'RE leeching off the system. 9. Despite what you may have heard, scholars
academy sudents work harder than any group of teenagers I've ever met. We get better grades, taking harder classes, than almost
anyone in a base school, and to say that we don't deserve the GPAswe EARN from taking advanced, challenging clasesis
despicable, | don’t have the time, nor the desire to proof read thia I'm very incensed that thisis aven an issue wonh discussng,
but | think {'ve made my paint very clear.
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Scholars becoming a gand-alone high school would have no benafits for the progmm or its students. Flrl. we mulu become | TI2A12014 10:44 PM
even more separate from our basa schools It would make it aven losslikely that base schools would involve us In their activitiesor
Inform us of events. It would make it mora difficull for SA students to receive scholarships or get admitted into top-tier schools,
despits the fact they are obvioudy qualified academically. It would eliminate the cooperalive almosphers al SA bacauss
sludents would be compeling with each other for valued class mnk This spidl of cooperation is something that makes every single
SA gudant better. | consder my paars al SA 1o nol only he my closest fnends but my greales! tutars Whilz same hase school
parsnts and teachsrslike to think that SA students *deal” valedictoran, salutatarian, of other high ct Kngs, thisls blatantly |
false. We eam ouf class rank just like every other studants In fact, | would assert we work hander for these postions. Grades at SA
are deflated. AP axams are 8 nationally sandardized leg and ane an easy way to pare class par Al many base
schools, sudentswho gel 3 3 on an AP exam make an A In the courss, Al SA, students who make 3'son AP axams umially recsive
low B'sor C'sin the coursa, While, In par, thismay be a 1 1o our Hlent teachers, thame cannot be a doubt that
dudents at SA are expacied o work harder If they wish lo recleve good gradea If SA dudents can il taks these coursas and
maintain a high classrank or saam a Val/Sal postion, thay should be dad for it, not punished. We ptihisas an
Inharent characterstic of a program for the academically-giftad, but that should not devalua the workwe do ar the grades we
eam, Also, questioning our nght to give speeches if we eam a ValiSal position is unjust, First of all, It is unlikely that the parants,
leachers, and adminisirators al base school who initiated thisd will be placated by a ample renunciation of speaking
pmdlenﬂ They wanl "heir" gudents lo be Val/Sal, ignoring the fact that SA gudents have woned |ust a5 hard or barder for thair
the ang 1 that SA stud = not neally & pant of their bass school Is completely unfair lo our sudenta
While thare are transportation and communication |sues thal may hinder our abllity to panticipate, SA udents are heavily
Invalved in their base schools We play snords, Join honor socletles, paticipate in demic leams ride the buses, go In pep
mllies attend sporting events, and spend time with our peers and friends who just happen to altend the base schoal, If we are able
lo eam the title of Valedictadan or Safut . we have the nght ta make a speech at graduation, Being an SA student should
not bar you from participating in your graduation. Curenily, il is very likely that | will be CFHS's valedictorian, | will speak at my
graduation. | eamad the right (o spaak to my close fiands and pasrs al one of tha most ias of our high sehoal
yeam The fact | attended SA did not p it me from making friends at CFHS and sharng many of the same experencesand |
have a right 1o speak about them st my graduation. Thisidea of SA gudants being "others” or "differant® is something that only
the administration percelves and should not ba reinforced. We are jus |lle any other students and our peers at the base schools
treat us as such. The facl that lha mhool board has nol come 1o lhiuuimuun is father unfnctumu.

When | thinkof the Scholars Acad b ing a Ilnd-ilm high schoal, I! makss me waorry about my fellow clasamates at my 7124/2014 848 W
bame high school. | participata n l!hlauca and l do not mow whal tha Schalars Academy would offer if 1t becama Its own high
school. Also, | wonder what extra cunfcular activities the Scholars Academy would offer. | had made a plan to go 10 my bass high
school aftar Scholars gets over during the day to practica with the Acapetia Cholr at C y High Schoal

21

1 8njoy playing sports al my base school bul. 7124/2014 9:26 PM

Please ¢ my comments above. Ti24/2014 8.05 PM

| do not teel 35 if the Scholam Academy should b o dand-al hlghtthndb“mlc.mlnhmmmﬂmﬂ‘le 712412014 8:20 PM
hmlodgalhallcwludillmﬁmiﬂhmmhoullt.ll\dllusndm partantly athi asa who may potentiall

I
|
play a sport for my college, If |t were made its own school, | would feel even more m- on outsider o the base school Kds, lnd

leal as il | would miss out on events such as football games snd pep rallles becausa | wouldn't even really be associated with the
base school any Tho peopla at the Schalams Academy are greal students who care about their sandings in school asitis If
Soholars became (ts own school, rankings and pl 1t would b the t canter of attention, ingtead of the actual
leaming and discoveres thamsalves

24

27

Intimidated by.

saligics What abaul transportation and athletics? t don't undantand why this is aven a topic of discussion. |

1 went Inlo this program under the assumption that | would have the ability to stay connected 1o my base school. | know b number 712412014 8:06 PM
of sludents who wers my equal acadamically and made the decision 1o siay al the bass shool bacause they weighed athar

extracumicular aclivilies as a higher pronty than I ptad the demic ngor that comeswith this program, and do
not fesl that it would ba proper to punish me or my fellow "scholars® for accepting the challenge by placing us at & social and ‘

academic disadvaniage.

| would honestly most likely go back lo my base school I it did. | am at Scholarsto gel a good education and be at the top of my | T/24/2014 8:03 PM
class rank Without that, | would rather take the credits | have already eamed and ratum to my hase school, where | participate in
athletics and hanor society,

If the schal emy doesb a stand alone high schoal, | will make an ul te decision 1o i my attand at 7124/2014 7:50 PM
the school. |

| want fo go to collegel If { don get adaguate a:hdm!ﬂpl because | wasnear the b of Scholars Academy classmnking, yet = 7/24/2014 7:25 PM
would be at tha top of my bass schocl’s class ranking, | would ¥ d snd upseL It would also be extremely unfair, |
and unlessthere isa uym Il:r.thilpmblm Scholars Academy should l!tll" Iindepand ‘hlnl'l hoal!

It would rain the uhnle Scholars Expedence and teach the people al the ban schoals it is okay o auluda thase you're -fraid ar mem 4 T8 PM

NO NOT AT ALL. If we became a "sshool” then we ceuld not panicipate In our high school ac!MlIen such as football, marching | 7124/2014 7:16 PM
band, étc, And we would have 1o make our own teams which could not rand against other high schools in tha ¥, b of |
our small size,

Thl SA should not become & Sand alons high school. We would lose out on spons, prom, and other base school oppodunities 7/24/2014 6 .00 PM

| Al in all, wmmmwutc-mmm lsnuinod lmmmSAﬂilbocmanand:hnsnhoul

Absolutely nob. A key reason we am ly attending the mhool isb it nﬂnl‘! usa bﬂihr thance to asquire high u!lm 72472014 544 PM
rank. If Scholars becomes stand-alone, we lose that ah:iﬂy Pleass, pleass, PLEASE wop Scholam asa program, not a sand-
alone high school.

| do net understand how H would banefit anyone. | feel that it would hud the scholars sudenis and il would hur the base school's | 712412014 4:48 PM

I drongly hape it dossn't 7I24720%4 4:47 PM
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Only salect individuals have been able to take the Scholars plungc that | embarked on three yeaars ago. Those wha dan't ailend
Seholars as a student or who have never had the opportunity to engage with these students on a daily basis as our teachers,
parents, and adminigtrators have don't understand that Scholars is more then a s:;hpol for pur district’s most advanced leamers
Scholars Academy is built on the foundation of ive and acad exp and loration of its sudents enabled by it's
dedicated faculty and saff and challenging nature, Moreover, Scholarsis a unique snvionment that enables each individual to
Nourish, No matter whether we are a program or a school, Scholars will retain these charactensics because it iswho we are. Our
Scholars spirit uns d than what a.ny sgn an Chanticleer Drive or any diploma we ane handed in May dictates In saying this
the purpose of and the aum that holars Academy will remain constant. As a school, wa will be able to further develop
our culture and broaden pur opportunities to allow more uudsn!s to floursh. If students and parents were truly taking a stake with
the bed Interest of the prog and it's stud in mind, they wouldn’l stand In the way of a decision that would allow the culture
1o develop at the school, While it might ba because | am nol in a “fighting position” for valediclodan and salutalodan al my base
schoal, | persanally don't understand the students who want to to keep Scholars a program salely because of the benefit of being
first or second at a school that you don't attend on a daily basis At the end of the day, | would feel more satisfied having
graduated 47 out of 47 with honors at a top schoal in the nation that chall d me and fostered my growth academically and
socially than to say that | was first among 300 students that | haven't seen in four years. Because of these reasons, | fully support
the transition of Scholars Academy from a program to a school.

| 7/24/2014 3:38 PM

Strongly againg it heuoming ﬁand alnne

35

Itisfine asis Scholars Academy becnmlng its own high school would tum the academic scene lhsm Into a cald, compelitive
war zone. Students would not be able to make it into good colleges with low class ranks, despite still helng high-achievers.

7i24/2014 3:20 PM

7/24/2014 3:10 PM

36

I szlected this because | am not sure, Becoming aur own school would make usa fop mnkng hlgh schoel and It would allow the
students to graduate together, rather than at the base high school. | have more friiends at the Scholars Academy, and | would
rather graduate from Scholara But, becoming our own entily would give us class ranking; and being the last in the class doesn't
look good an a college application. But being from & top ranking high schaol might do more good than the bad done by being
last in the class i.e. if the wor in the class graduates magna cum laude, they may ook deeper Inta your partfolia. | understand
| that they don't want usto be aur own school becauss aur scores bring the scores at the base high school up: but how much can
ten students from a thousand person high school really bring Up scores? | am not sure of all the pros and cans, but | think that they
balance out. And if lhay do balance out :omplatnly, | would pral'srbacoming our own high schoaol.

Bmamlng a Sand«alﬂne high schaol is a terible idea. I'd rather leave the prog befora it b

8 dand-alone high school.

7/24/2014 3:08 PM

7/24/2014 2:55 PM

in sports and this wuuld limit the variety of personalities and people at

The majority of scholars students ¢ tly pariici
scholams

41
42

avents,

Ruins the ability of many lo particif In mast

[ The only way that it could posdbly ha dnna i5if we didn't have class mnks

Making this program a sand-alone school would kil it. There are people at my old base school that got accepled but didn't want
to come because they didn't want to be disconnected from their base school fdends A few of us took the rsk and decided to
come to the program anyway and reallzed we gtill have the connection with the bass schools Make this program a stand-alone
school and you will jose those few that lock the risk (By few, | mean all.) We love being i 1o our base school

7/24/2014 2:35 PM

7/24/2014 2:15 PM

7i24/2014 2:11 PM

7/24/2014 2:08 PM

| Same as above

| 71242014 2:03 PM

43

44

| enjoy being a part of both my base school and Scholars and | do not want ta give up class ankings and other activities that |
would have at my base schoal. Everyane had the samea opportunity to apply and | do not want ta be punished for my choice
simply becauss others did not choose as | did.

| Never,

| 7/24/2014 2:03 PM

| 7/24/2014 1:57 PM
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Scholars Academy Options

Option

Vote

Scholars Academy continues to
operate as a program.

Scholars Academy becomes a stand-
alone high school. (Class of 2019)

Scholars Academy becomes a stand-
alone high school. HCS will seek
legislative action to not rank 11" and
12" graders. Scholarships will be
based on 10" grade rank. (Governor's
School model)

Scholars Academy Program continues
as a program. SA students will not
speak at base school graduation.
(USC Upstate)

Other Option #1

Other Option #2

Other Option #3
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Scholars Academy continues to operate as a program.

Pros
* Base high school student achievement data will remain unaffected.
* SA program will continue to show increased enroliment.
* Enrolled students will continue to have additional scholarship and
recognition opportunities.
* HCS will maintain its current program options for students.

« Secondary schools will continue to have communication issues.

* Non-Scholars Academy parents/students will continue to question
valedictorian and salutatorian designations.

* Continued guidance issues between base high school and Scholars
Academy program.

* Base high school students may lose additional scholarship and recognition
opportunities.
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Scholars Academy becomes a stand-alone high school.
(Class of 2019)

Pros

Will reduce future class rank, Val/Sal issues, graduation speakers, etc. for
base school students.

Will create cleaner student achievement data.

Will allow SA to receive a state report card that accurately reflects the
school's progress.

Will allow SA to receive more state and national recognition.

May reduce guidance workload at the base schools.

Will reduce communication issues between secondary schools & the
program.

Will reduce the number of concerns from non-SA parents/students.

SA students may continue to participate in sports and other extracurricular
activities that are only offered at the base school.

Will impact student achievement data at the base high schools.

May cause a reduction in applicants.

May reduce the number of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship recipients for SA
and the district.

May affect the base high school report card scores.

May affect the “collaborative” atmosphere at SA.

Will increase the number of concerns from SA parents/students.

May reduce the number of National Merit Semi-finalist at the base
schools.

SA program will have its own designated valedictorian and salutatorian at
its graduation and its own rank among its students.

May affect the “family” climate at SA program.

Notes

Students may enroll at SA, but opt to return to the base high school during
the senior year.

Even if students continue to attend SA, it doesn’t resolve the graduation
speakers issue. (Consider: Homeschool, Private school, STEM, ATA,
AAST, and PACE programs)
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Scholars Academy become a stand-alone school. HCS will seek
legislative action to not rank 11" and 12" graders. Scholarships
will be based on 10" grade rank. (Governor’s School model)

Pros
*  Will reduce future Val/Sal issues.
* Wil reduce the number of concerns from non-SA parents/students.
» Guidance issues will be resolved for 11" and 12" graders.

* May reduce the number of Palmetto Fellows scholarship recipients.

* May cause a reduction in SA applicants.

 May cause students to return to their base high school after the 11" and
12" grade year.

* Will increase the number of concerns from SA parents/students.
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Scholars Academy Program continues as a program. SA
students will not speak at base school graduation.
(USC Upstate model)

* Will allow base schools to retain the SA student achievement data.

* Will reduce the number of concerns from non-SA parents/students.

* HCS will maintain its current options for students.

* Base high schools may have graduation speakers who are on their school
campuses.

Cons
* Secondary schools & programs will continue to have communication
issues.
* SA program will have its own designated speakers at its graduation, but
students will continue to be ranked at the base high school.
* Wil not alleviate scholarship issues.
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